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VA  L UA  TIONS 

Six  appraisals  were  supplied  to  vendors  in  our  auctions  of 

May  6,  7,  8. 

Collector  A:  General  Collection.  July  1962,  safe  auction  appraisal  $2,968. 
Recommended  offering  at  Private  Treaty  at  $3,300  with  a reduction 
after  appropriate  time  to  $3,000;  if  not  sold,  pass  to  auction.  Owner 
agreed. 

Collection  did  not  sell  privately.  Auction  realization  $3,394.50 

Collector  B:  Specialized  Collection.  Sept.  1962,  appraisal  for  Private  Treaty 
$1 ,883.  Recommended  offering  at  Private  Treaty  at  $1 ,900  with  reduc- 
tion after  appropriate  time  to  $1,775;  if  not  sold,  pass  to  auction. 
Owner  agreed. 

Collection  did  not  sell  privately.  Auction  realization  $1,875.50 

Collector  C:  Specialized  Collection.  Dec.  1961,  appraisal  for  Private  Treaty 
$807.  Recommended  offering  at  Private  Treaty  at  $850  with  a reduc- 
tion after  appropriate  time  to  $800;  if  not  sold,  pass  to  auction.  Owner 
agreed. 

Collection  did  not  sell  privately.  Auction  realization  $907.75 

Collector  D:  British  Commonwealth  Collection.  Sept.  1962,  safe  auction 
appraisal  $1,465.  Recommended  offering  at  auction,  stating  $1,500 
as  gross  expectation.  Owner  agreed.  Auction  realization  $1,735. 

Collector  E:  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  Collection.  January  1963,  safe  auction 
appraisal  $10,000.  Recommended  offering  at  auction.  Owner  agreed. 

Auction  realization  $1  1,082.75. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1.  H.  R Harmer  appraisals  are  accurate. 

2.  H.  R.  Harmer  Private  Treaty  offers  are  fairly  priced. 

SUGGESTIONS 

1.  If  you  are  a potential  vendor,  request  the  booklet  “Modern  Methods  of 
Philatelic  Selling”. 

2.  If  you  are  a potential  buyer,  request  the  H.  R.  Harmer  auction  catalogues 
and  watch  for  their  advertisements  of  Private  Treaty  offers. 


H.  R.  HARMER,  INC. 

77//’  lVorId\^  Leading  Philatelic  Auctioneers 
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The  1893  New  Hebrides 
Military  Essay 

I5y  J.  Crompton  and  H.  G.  Ij.  Fletcher  T.  D. 


A complete  sheet  (reduced  by  approximately  one-half) 


New  Caledonia  was  a French  penal  settlement  and  fully  garrisoned  with  French 
troops.  In  order  to  provide  the  troops  with  a 10  centimes  reduction  in  the  postal  rate,  the 
New  Caledonian  military  authorities  issued  stamps  for  their  specific  use.  These  originally 
bore  the  value  10  centimes  and  were  issued  free  to  the  troops  to  be  used  on  their  mail 
together  with  a 15  centimes  New  Caledonian  stamp,  thus  giving  them  a 10  centimes  reduc- 
tion in  postage.  The  postal  authorities  objected  to  the  value  being  expressed,  so  the  military 
re-issued  the  stamps,  without  value,  in  various  types  and  colors  for  the  different  regiments 
on  the  island. 

New  Flebrides  was  under  the  joint  administration  of  France  and  Britain,  both  having 
many  colonists  there,  France  having  stationed  troops  on  the  islands  to  protect  her  colonists 
from  the  natives.  The  French  wished  to  send  a stronger  military  force  to  subdue  the 
islands  and  to  divide  it  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  To  give  a similar  10  centimes 
concession  to  the  troops,  a military  franchise  stamp  for  New  Hebrides  was  prepared.* 
I'his  was  designed  as  a bi-national  stamp  in  the  hope  that  Britain  would  also  participate 
in  the  subduing  of  the  natives.  This  essay,  however,  was  never  issued  as,  under  the  Con- 
vention of  1888  placing  the  islands  under  the  Joint  Anglo-French  naval  commission,  this 
gave  Great  Britain  the  right  to  protest,  and  she  objected  to  the  use  of  military  force. 


* The  origin  of  this  essay  was  contained  in  a short  article  by  the  same  author  in  Journal  No.  70,  with 
further  notes  in  Journal  No.  74. 
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A Lieut.-Colonel  Delauney  is  credited  with  the  design  of  the  essay,  which  is  of  parti- 
cular interest  on  account  of  it  being  a bi-national  design. 

A complete  sheet  (reduced)  of  the  essay  from  the  original  printing 

The  essay  took  the  form  of  a crude  drawing  of  Sadi  Carnot,  President  of  France,  on 
the  left  of  the  circle,  with  a very  poor  drawing  of  Queen  Victoria  on  the  right.  Above 
their  heads  appeared  the  inscription  “Honni  soit  qui  mal  y pense”.  (Note  “Honni”  spelt 
with  two  n’s  this  being  originally  a French  proverb  “Evil  to  him  who  evil  thinks.”)  RF 
appeared  six  times  between  and  below  the  two  portraits  with  protectorat  in  a box  panel 
in  the  top  right,  “Nouvles  Hebrides”  in  a curved  panel  attached  to  the  outer  circle  and 
“Anglo-Francais”  in  the  space  between  the  panels.  At  the  bottom  right  is  the  value 
“2F^d.=25c.”.  The  presence  of  the  expressed  value  in  full  has  brought  forward  sugges- 
tions that  this  essay  was  not  intended  purely  for  military  franchise  but  may  have  been  the 
precursor  of  the  joint  Anglo-French  stamp  which  was  eventually  issued  in  1911.  A close 
study  of  these  essays  suggests  that  there  was  more  than  one  printing. 


Original  Printing 

The  essays  were  produced  and  lithographed  at  Noumea,  the  capital  and  administrative 
center  of  New  Caledonia,  on  white  and  toned  paper,  sheets  200mm. xi23mm.,  in  a group  of 
four,  2x2,  separated  13mm.  horizontally,  14 — 15mm.  vertically,  with  color  registration 
marks  centrally  at  each  side  i6omm.  apart. 

They  were  printed  in  four  colors,  thus  necessitating  four  stones. 

Design  stone. 

It  is  probable  that  the  designs  for  the  original  printing  were  drawn  in  reverse  directly 
on  to  the  stone;  this  would  account  for  the  differences  in  the  drawings  of  Carnot  and 
Victoria  and  the  letterings  in  the  central  circle;  the  differences  in  the  types  of  protectorat, 
“Anglo-Francais”  and  “Nouvles  Hebrides”  may  have  been  deliberate,  to  see  which  type 
the  authorities  liked  best. 

There  are  four  distinct  designs: — 

Stamp  I (top  left). 

PROTECTORAT  upright,  20^mm.  long,  round  end  to  box. 

Nles  HEBRIDES  fancy  letters,  wide  box,  joins  low. 

Anglo-Francais,  only  top  right  tip  of  a show’s. 

Stamp  2 (top  right). 

PROTECTORAT  slopcs  left,  i5^mm.  long,  round  end  to  box. 

Nles  HEBRIDES,  block  letters,  wide  box,  joins  high. 

Anglo-Francais,  only  top  right  tip  of  A shows. 

Stamp  J (bottom  left). 

PROTECTORAT,  first  R like  P,  slopes  right,  20^mm.  long,  forked  end. 

Nles  HEBRIDES,  fancy  letters,  tail  joins  high. 

Anglo-Francais,  all  of  a show’s 

Stamp  4 (bottom  right). 

PROTECTORAT  slopes  left,  iqmm.  long,  forked  end  to  box. 

Nouvles  HEBRIDES,  block  letters,  narrow  box,  joins  high. 

Anglo-Francais,  top  of  A show’s. 
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('.enter  eirele  siniie. 

Center  circle  24mm.  in  diameter  repeated  four  times  for  the  four  designs. 

Outer  eirele  with  “tail”  and  “Proteetorat”  box  stone. 

1.  fail  broad,  joins  low;  round  end  to  top  box. 

2.  1 ail  broad,  joins  high;  round  end  to  top  box. 

3.  Tail  b road,  joins  high ; forked  end  to  box. 

4.  Tail  narrow,  joins  high  ; forked  end  to  top  box. 

liaekgrouiul  stone. 

1.  Tail  joins  low;  round  end  to  top  box. 

2.  Tail  joins  high;  round  end  to  top  box. 

3.  Tail  joins  high;  forked  end  to  top  box. 

4.  Narrow  tail  joins  high;  forked  end  to  top  box. 

These  stones  will  produce  four  distinct  types  in  four  colors.  So  far,  the  original 
printing  has  only  been  seen  with: 

Design  and  all  lettering  in  black. 

Center  circle  in  yellow. 

Outer  circle,  tail  and  box  in  red. 

Background  in  green. 


Second  Printing 

At  a later  date,  a second  printing  was  called  for  and  it  is  surmised  that  the  Design 
stone  had  been  damaged;  Nles  Hebrides  was  damaged  on  i and  3,  and  so  w^as  deleted  and 
Nouvles  HEBRIDES  added  and  printed  from  the  center  circle  stone.  This  a a different  type, 
in  block  letters  with  accent  over  the  first  e of  Hebrides,  protectorat  was  damaged  and 
deleted  from  2 and  4 and  added  and  printed  from  the  background  stone.  This  was,  again, 
a different  type,  w ith  sloping  block  letters. 

We  thus  have  the  following  adjustments  to  the  original  stones: — 

Design  stone. 

1.  Same  as  original  wuth  Nles  Hebrides  deleted. 

2.  Same  as  original  with  protectorat  erased. 

3.  Same  as  original  with  Nles  Hebrides  erased. 

4.  Same  as  original  wdth  protectorat  erased. 

Center  eirele  stone. 

1.  NOUvles  HEBRIDES  added  to  fit  low^  tail. 

2.  As  original,  no  change. 

3.  NOUvles  HEBRIDES  added  to  fit  high  tail. 

4.  As  original,  no  change. 

Outer  eirele,  tail  and  box  stone. 

No  alteration  to  any  of  the  four  original  transfers. 

Baekgroiind  stone. 

1.  No  alteration  required. 

2.  PROTECTORAT  added,  slopes  right,  22mm.  long. 

3.  No  alteration  required. 

4.  PROTECTORAT  added,  slopes  right,  2i«)4mm.  long. 
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Color-trial  printings  from  the  altered  center  circle  and  background  stones  with  the 
original  outer  circle,  tail  and  box  stone  have  been  seen.  These,  with  the  deleted  design 
stone  in  black,  would  give  the  completed  essay  in  the  second  printing. 

Complete  essays  from  the  second  printing  have  been  seen  in  the  following  colors: — 


Center  circle: 
Background : 
Outer  circle,  etc.: 
Deleted  design: 


Blue.  Red. 

Red.  Grey. 

Yellow.  Yellow 

Black.  Black. 


Dark  green. 

Yellow. 

Grey. 

Black. 


It  is  possible  that  further  damage  and  repair  may  have  occurred  to  the  original  stones 
which  would  give  further  types,  but  so  far  no  evidence  of  this  has  been  seen. 


Forgery  of  Transfer  Type  la. 

A fairly  obvious  forgery,  but  one  which  might  be  accepted  in  view  of  how  little  is 
known  of  this  essay,  is  worth  recording.  It  is  apparently  based  on  the  second  printing  from 
repaired  stones  with  Nouvles  Hebrides  printed  from,  and  in  color  of,  center  circle  stone. 
(See  illustration  below.) 


Genuine. 


Forgery. 


Litliographed  in  four  colors. 

Design  in  black,  except  NOUVles  HEB- 
RIDES which  is  in  color  of  center. 

PROTEt  TORAT,  upright  block  letters 
20  94  nim.  long. 

Carnot,  from  top  of  head  to  point  of 
neck,  15  mni. 

Victoria,  top  of  crown  to  ijoint  of  neck, 
1594  mm. 

2I^d.-25c.,  from  left  of  2 to  right  of 
5,  11^2  mm. 

Top  of  A of  Anglo  shows. 

Outer  circle,  five  dots  at  top,  five  at 
bottom. 


Hand-stamped  from  a line  block. 

All  design  in  black  on  orange  paper, 
colored  through. 

PROTECTOR  AT,  smaller  upright 

letters,  20  mm.  long. 

Carnot,  from  top  of  head  to  ijoint  of 
neck,  1494  mm. 

Victoria,  top  of  crown  to  point  of  neck, 
15  mm. 

21>^d-25c.,  from  left  of  2 to  right  of 
5,  111;4  mm. 

No  sign  of  A of  Anglo. 

Outer  circle  has  seven  dots  at  top,  10 
at  bottom. 


The  forgery  appears  to  be  the  same  as  the  illustrations  in  “Les  Timbres  des  Colonies 
Francais,  New  Hebrides”  by  M.  jurion  (1928),  and  “Yvert’s  Specialised  Catalogue  of 
France  & Colonies  (1929)”,  page  723. 

H.  G.  L.  Fletcher,  who  has  helped  me  with  this  study,  reports  a new  forgery  now  on 
the  market.  Emanating  from  Paris,  this  is  photographically  produced  and  printed  on 
tinted  paper  from  the  design  of  the  original  printing.  The  size  and  designs  showing  all 
four  types  is  accurate,  although  the  lines  are  a little  thicker  and  the  lettering  not  so  legible. 
It  is,  how^ever  very  crudely  hand-colored,  which  is  easily  apparent  if  carefully  examined, 
especially  in  comparison  with  a genuine  essay. 

T'hese  forgeries  have  been  seen  in  the  original  colors  of  the  first  printing  (center 
yellow',  background — green,  outer  circle — red),  and  also  in  bogus  colors  not  seen  in  the 

original  printing: 
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(a)  center — red,  background — yellow,  outer  circle — green; 

(b)  center — green,  background — red,  outer  circle — yellow. 

Although  not  dangerous  to  anyone  who  has  the  genuine  essay  and  has  examined  it 
carefully,  these  forgeries  may  fool  the  unwary. 

Biblio^aphy 

“Les  Timbres  des  Colonies  Francais,  New  Hebrides”,  M.  Jurion,  1928.  (Forgery  of  Type 
la  illustrated.) 

Yvert’s  Specialised  Catalogue  of  France  & Colonies,  1929,  page  723.  (Forgery  of  Type 
I a illustrated.) 

“Les  Timbres  des  Colonies  Francais”,  by  Darand,  1943,  page  142. 

Philately  from  Australia,  P.  Collas,  Vol.  2,  1950,  page  31.  (Original  Type  3 illustrated.) 
Stamp  Collecting,  J.  Crompton,  Vol.  95,  page  671  (February  loth,  1961).  (Original  sheet 
of  four  illustrated.) 

S.  P.  A.  J ournal,  N.  Hals,  April  1961,  page  381.  (Forgery  of  Type  la  illustrated.) 

Backgroundl  Footnote 

Following  publication  of  Air.  Compton  s original  article  (^JOURNAL  Jo)  and  the  further 
notes  from  Ronald  Hughes  (^Journal  74)  Nathan  Hals,  of  New  York,  sent  the  following 
background  notes  to  Stamp  Collecting,  London,  zvhich  published  the  first  Studies  and  the 
preceding  data  (SC.,  Oct.  24,  IQ62),  Air.  Hals’  footnote  also  appearing  in  SC  Oct.  24,  ig62: 

Whatever  their  source,  whatever  their  purpose,  these  essays  represent  an  attempt  to 
influence  political  thought  through  a completely  unofficial  action,  and  this  action  w^as 
promptly  decried. 

The  apparent  wounds  to  English  national  pride  (or  to  French)  are  just  not  there. 
Only  the  extreme  suspicions  of  the  Australians  prevented  English-speaking  people  from 
accepting  these  essays  for  wffiat  they  were — a proaganda  label  wffiich  intimated  an  equality 
of  the  French  and  English  interests  in  the  New'  Hebrides. 

The  French  on  New'  Caledonia  had  made  several  occupations  of  various  islands  for 
the  purpose  of  pacifying  the  savages,  and  on  each  occasion  the  British  had  raised  the  roof 
about  it.  The  year  1892  saw  a turning-point  in  French  attitudes  anent  the  New'  Hebrides 
and  an  all-out  effort  was  instituted  to  gain  economic  ascendancy  in  the  islands.  When,  in 
1893,  the  need  to  further  quell  the  natives  arose,  the  French  military  on  New'  Caledonia 
conceived  the  idea  of  inviting  the  British  to  join  them  in  this  purpose — the  French  to  occupy 
one  part,  the  British  another — and  the  idea  behind  this  w'as  that  the  occupation  w'ould 
become  permanent  and  give  de  facto  sovereignty  over  the  occupied  parts,  thus  settling  the 
problem  of  who  would  ow'n  the  archipelago.  The  design  of  the  franchise  stamp  w^as  a 
clever  step  in  the  plan — sort  of  a carrot  on  the  stick.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  designed,  before  the  troubles,  w'ith  those  for  New  Caledonia,  w'hich  had  been 
rejected  for  bearing  a denomination,  but  why  the  value  w'as  25c.-23/^d.  is  an  enigma. 

Anyway,  it  was  a clever  scheme  and  it  failed  very  cleverly;  the  civilian  authorities, 
who  in  those  miraculous  days  gave  orders  to  the  military,  turned  the  idea  dow'n  cold. 
What  the  European  inhabitants  of  New'  Hebrides,  Australia,  and  New'  Caledonia  never 
could  get  through  their  heads  (oh,  there  is  nothing  so  patriotic  as  a man  aw'ay  from  his 
homeland)  was  that  Paris  and  London  w'ere  in  complete  agreement  as  to  the  non-desir- 
ability of  ow’ning  these  wet,  volcanic,  hurricaneridden,  hot  cannibal-infested,  unselfsustain- 
ing  islands. 

So  let’s  not  glow’er  over  the  w'ording  but  admire  the  overclever  scamps  who  had  their 
hands  slapped  (as  they  did  too  on  the  New'  Caledonia  military  franchise  essays),  and  let’s 
get  on  with  collecting  these  very  interesting  pieces  of  political  history  with  no  philatelic 
content. 
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The  following  data  and  illustrations  were  prepared  by  the  authors  especially  for 
The  Essay-Proof  Journal. 


New  Hebrides 


1893.  — 2^d  — 25c.  Anglo-French  Military  Essay 


Original  Printing 

Lithographed  in  sheets  of  4 slightly  differing  designs  in  black,  with  3 other  colors, 

necessitating  the  use  of  four  stones. 

( enter  Circle  stone  (yellow).  Backgi*ound  stone  (green.) 


Outer  circle  with  tail  for  New  Hebrides 
and  Protectorat  box  (red). 


Design  stone  (hhu'k). 
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IH93.  — 2^d  — 25(*.  Anglo-French  Military  Essay 

Second  Printing 

Possibly  owing  to  damage  to  the  design  stone, — Xles  Hebrides  w’as  delete^d  from 
1 and  3 and  added  to  center  circle  stone.  Protectorat  deleted  from  2 and  4 and 

added  to  background  stone. 

Center  Circle  stone  (blue).  liackgTOund  stone  (red). 

\Ol  Vies  HEBRIDES  added  to  1 and  3.  PROTECTORAT  added  to  2 and  4. 


1 • 

1 • 

OP 

V 

OP 

OP 

i 

Outer  circle,  tail  and  box  stone, 
unchanged  (yellow). 


Design  stone. 

Nles  HEBRIDES  deleted  from  1 and  3. 
PROTECTORAT  deleted  from  2 and  4. 
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New  Hebrides 

1893.  — 23^d  — 25c.  Anglo-French  Military  Essay 

Color  Trials  of  Second  Printing 

Ck)lor  trials  are  known  of  the  additions  to  the  center  circle  and 
background  stones. 

Center  circle  with  NOUVles  HEBRIDES  added  to  1 and  3. 
Background  stone  with  PROTECTORAT  added  to  2 and  4. 

Outer  circle,  tail  and  box  stone  unchanged. 

With  the  deleted  design  in  black  would  give  the  complete  essay. 


Complete  Essay  of  Second  Printing 

Seen  in  the  following  combination  of  colors, — 

Center  circle  Blue  Red  Dark  green 

Background  Red  Grey  Yellow 

Outer  circle,  etc.  Yellow  Yellow  Grey 
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A New  Security  for  Detecting 
Bank  Notes  from  Alterations  . . . 

By  tlie  Use  of  tlie  Patent  Green  Tint  , . • 

Ity  Ravvdon,  Wright,  Hateli  & Kdson 

(Note: — Following  the  example  of  our  reproduction  in  Journals  75  and  76  of  the 
rare  1864  pamphlet  by  Keatinge  ^ Ball,  we  now  reprint  Rawdon,  fVright,  Hatch  ^ 
Ldson  s 20-page  pamphlet  of  18^8  announcing  their  new  Patent  Green  Ink.  The  exact 
wording  of  its  lengthy  title  is  as  follows:  A/New  Security / For / Detecting  Bank  Notes/ 
From  Alterations/ And/ Photographic  Counterfeits, /By  the  Use  of/The  Patent  Green 
Tint/C  onjointly  with/Black  Carbon  Ink,/ As  Printed  by / Rawdon,  IFright,  Hatch  ^ 
Fdson,/ Bank  Note  Engravers, /N ew  York. 

On  the  title  page  is  the  name  of  the  printer:  W.  H.  Arthur  ^ Co., /New  Y ork./ 1858. 

The  copyright  notice  reads  thus:  Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress , in  the  year 
18^8,/ By  Tracy  R.  Edson,/In  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Southern/ District  of  New  York. 

The  only  illustration  in  the  pamphlet  is  its  frontispiece,  which  we  reproduce  in  a some- 
what reduced  size. 

The  s ource  of  our  reprint  is  a microfilm  of  the  original  obtained  from  the  Library  of 
Congress  some  years  ago. 

It  is  hoped  that  we  may  be  able  to  provide  the  full  story  of  the  "'Patent  Green  Tint” 
in  a future  issue. — J.  B.,  Journal  Committee.) 
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TO  THE  BANKING  INSTITUTIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

In  consequence  of  the  great  damage  to  our  paper  currency  from  successful  counterfeits, 
made  by  photography  and  kindred  processes,  it  has  become  evident  that  a new  security  is 
needed,  which,  while  it  shall  perfectly  protect  our  bank  notes  from  photographic  imitations, 
and  from  alterations  in  their  denominational  value,  shall  at  the  same  time,  preserve  that 
security  which  is  always  afforded  by  artistic  and  highly  finished  engraving. 

'Fhe  undersigned  beg  leave  respectfully  to  announce  to  the  Banking  Institutions  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  have  carefully  investigated  this  subject,  and  that  they  are  now  pre- 
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PATis;  3N  r H Aj  icr-i  'r  t 

^ATfeyT 


,-</  »IW^rOtfEV«BP»IJ«LANTl- 


J-AP«4fiA:JDT.T; 
--Al'MlC  ANUU 


PATENT  GREEN  TINT  A BLACK  CARBONINK 


Frontispiece  of  the  R. W.H.&E.  pamphlet,  reduced  from  approximately  4 x 7 94  inches. 
The  cycloidal  background  network  and  some  of  the  figures,  lettering  and  ornamenta- 
tion were  printed  in  green. 


pared  to  furnish  the  most  perfect  possible  protection  against  all  the  above  descriptions  of 
fraud. 

The  process  consists  in  the  use  of  two  permanent  inks,  conjointly,  in  printing  bank 
notes,  and  other  documents  representing  value.  One  of  these  is  the  ordinary  black  bank 
note  printing  ink,  which,  having  a basis  of  carbon,  is  insoluble  and  indestructible;  the  other 
is  an  equally  insoluble  and  indestructible  green-colored  ink,  which  cannot  be  removed 
from  the  paper,  wdthout  also  removing  the  black  ink,  and  thus  destroying  the  note. 

It  is  an  established  principle  in  photographic  chemistry,  that  red,  yellow',  and  green 
colors  act  upon  photographic  plates  almost  precisely  like  black;  so  that  lines  or  figures  of 
these  colors  w'ill  appear  black  in  photographic  copies.  The  use  of  other  colors  has,  there- 
fore, been  resorted  to  as  a protection  against  photographic  counterfeiting.  Unfortunately, 
how'ever,  all  the  colored  inks  heretofore  used  upon  bank  notes,  for  this  purpose,  as  red, 
yellow',  and  blue,  can  be  removed  with  more  or  less  facility,  by  chemical  means,  w'ithout 
disturbing  the  note  itself,  when  printed  in  the  black  carbon  ink.  These  colors  being  re- 
moved, the  black  can  be  copied  by  photography;  and  the  colors  being  afterw-ards  added  by 
lithography,  or  otherwise,  a counterfeit  is  obtained,  which  is  the  more  dangerous  from 
the  fancied  security  afforded  by  the  colors. 

The  use  of  fugitive  black  or  blue  inks,  printed  upon  a colored  ground,  has  been  re- 
sorted to  as  a protection  against  photography.  But  these  inks  are  liable  to  fade  on  exposure 
to  light  or  air;  and  as  it  is  possible  to  efface  from  notes  thus  printed  the  black  design,  by 
chemical  means,  w'ithout  disturbing  the  red  or  yellow  ground,  and  to  print  another  in  its 
place,  the  use  of  fugitive  inks  affords  great  facilities  for  alterations;  w'hile  the  distinctive 
characteristics  of  fine  engraving  are  lost,  and  the  note  is  rendered  easier  of  imitation  by  the 
ordinary  counterfeiter,  and  its  detection  more  difficult. 

The  use  of  the  black  carbon  ink,  above  referred  to,  for  printing  bank  notes,  con- 
jointly with  an  equally  insoluble  and  indestructible  colored  ink,  in  connection  with 
the  highest  style  of  line  engraving,  would  unite,  in  the  greatest  degree,  the  best  safeguards 
against  all  the  various  species  of  frauds  to  which  surety  paper  is  exposed. 

A hank  note  thus  printed  in  two  permanent  inks,  would  be  protected  against  the 
possibility  of  imitation  by  photography,  and  by  the  lithographic  and  anastatic  processes  of 
copying;  while  its  denominational  value  could  not  be  altered  by  any  chemical  means.  Such 
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a note  could  also  be  made  to  unite  the  security  afforded  by  the  highest  artistic  excellence, 
against  counterfeiting  by  the  engraving  process;  and  the  beauty  of  design  and  general 
appearance  of  the  note  would  be  preserved. 

I he  GREEN-COLORED  INK,  recently  patented,  has  been  submitted  to  the  examination  of 
several  of  our  most  distinguished  chemists,  and  other  gentlemen,  who,  from  their  practical 
experience,  are  competent  to  decide  a question  of  this  kind.  They  have  subjected  it  to  the 
most  severe  tests  known  to  chemical  science;  and  the  ink  having  been  pronounced  by  them 
to  possess  the  requisite  properties,  we  offer  it,  with  entire  confidence,  as  affording  the  de- 
sired protection  when  applied  in  the  manner  above  prepared. 

Referring  to  the  accompanying  documents,  and  specimen  of  printing  in  the  two  perman- 
ent inks,  we  are, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 


Letter  from  Wm.  Workman,  Esq.,  President  City  Bank, 

M ontreal. 


City  Bank,  M ontreal,  Canada 
2d  March,  18^7. 

T.  Sterry  Hunt,  Esq.,  M.  A., 

Chemist  to  the  Geological  Survey. 

Sir: — The  attention  of  the  Board  of  this  Institution  having  been  directed  to  the  neces- 
sity of  some  further  protection  against  the  possibility  of  counterfeiting,  altering,  or  photo- 
graphing hank  notes,  I beg  most  respectfully  to  ask  your  opinion  as  to  the  various  tints, 
colors,  and  chemical  agents,  which  have  been,  and  are  now  employed  as  a means  of 
protection  against  those  frauds. 

As  your  deep  research  in  all  that  pertains  to  chemistry,  and  your  high  reputation  as  a 
chemist,  will  give  to  your  opinions,  on  this  important  subject,  a character  for  reliability 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  valuable  on  public  grounds,  may  I beg  the  favor  of  your  considera- 
tion of  this  matter  at  your  early  convenience. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

William  Workman, 

President. 


Montreal,  July  ist,  18^7. 

William  Workman,  Esq. 

President  of  the  City  Batik. 

Sir: — I have,  agreeably  to  your  request  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  March,  made  a series 
of  inquiries  relative  to  the  counterfeiting  and  alteration  of  bank  notes,  particularly  with 
reference  to  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  photography;  and  I have  now  the  honor 
to  state  the  results  of  my  investigation. 

The  various  modes  heretofore  adopted  to  render  impracticable  the  copying  of  notes  by 
photography,  are  based  upon  the  use,  in  conjunction  with  black,  of  various  colored  inks; 
and  consist  in  printing,  with  one  of  these  colors,  a design  on  the  hack  of  the  note,  or  letters, 
or  figures  on  its  face;  or,  finally,  in  covering  with  colored  lines  the  face  of  the  note. 

These  plans  are  all  ineffectual,  from  the  fact  that  the  colored  inks  may  he  effaced  by 
chemical  agents.  I have  convinced  myself,  by  experiment,  that  all  the  red  and  yellow  tints 
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hitherto  proposed,  may  be  destroyed,  without  injury  to  the  paper,  or  to  the  ordinary  black 
printing  ink,  which,  having  a basis  of  carbon,  is  insoluble  and  indestructible.  Tbe  blue 
tints  which  have  been  employed  are  equally  fugitive;  and,  besides,  as  this  color  reflects  the 
chemical  rays  of  light,  it  is  valueless  as  a protection  against  photographic  copying. 

Another  method  has  recently  been  introduced,  which  consists  in  covering  the  paper  with 
a ground  of  red  or  yellow  color,  and  then,  upon  the  surface  thus  prepared,  printing  the  note 
with  a peculiar  black  ink,  of  a nature  so  fugitive  that  it  is  effaced  by  any  attempt  to  re- 
move, by  chemical  agents,  the  colored  ground.  Fugitive  black  inks  employed  in  this  way  offer 
a complete  protection  against  photographic  copying;  but  they,  at  the  same  time,  present 
great  facilities  for  alteration  and  render  the  detection  difficult;  their  use  should  therefore  be 
rejected. 

The  only  effectual  method  free  from  objection  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  found  in  the 
use  of  a color  which  shall  absorb  the  chemical  rays  of  light,  and  be  like  the  black  carbon 
ink,  indestructible  and  indifferent  to  all  chemical  agents.  A note  printed  with  the  ordinary 
black  ink,  and  having  its  surface  previously  tinted  with  lines  of  an  ink  prepared  with  such 
a color,  wdll  be  protected  against  the  possibility  of  copying  by  photography,  by  anastatic 
printing,  lithographic  transfer,  or  kindred  processes;  while  it  cannot  be  altered  by  any 
chemical  means. 

Such  a color  has  hitherto  been  wanting,  but  is,  in  my  opinion,  now  supplied  by  the 
green  ink  recently  patented  by  Mr.  George  Matthews,  engraver,  of  this  city,  called  the 
"'Canada  Bank  Note  Printing  Tint”.  The  green  pigment  which  forms  the  basis  of  this  ink, 
resists  all  acids,  alkalies,  and  other  agents  which  can  be  applied  to  the  paper.  It  is  the 
most  permanent  of  colors,  and  as  indestructible  as  the  carbon  of  the  ordinary  black  printing 
ink. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  Sterry  Hunt. 


Neiu-Y ork,  April  2i,  /S57. 

Dr.  John  Torrey. 

Dear  Sir: — We  beg  leave  to  hand  you  herewith  specimens  of  bank  notes  printed  with 
a Green  Ink  recently  patented  under  the  name  of  the  "Canada  Bank  Note  Printing  Tint,” 
conjointly  with  the  Black  Carbon  Ink;  and  we  will  thank  you  to  subject  the  Green  Ink 
to  the  most  searching  experiments,  to  test  its  character  for  insolubility  and  indestructibility. 

It  is  claimed  for  this  ink,  that  it  is  unalterable  by  the  action  of  light,  air,  or  sulphurous 
vapors;  insoluble  in  nitric,  muriatic,  or  other  acids,  or  in  caustic  alkalies,  and  only  soluble 
in  boiling  oil  of  vitriol;  that,  unlike  all  colors  heretofore  used  for  a similar  purpose,  it 
resists  any  known  agent  which  can  be  employed  to  dissolve  it  from  the  paper,  or  change 
its  color;  and  that  it  can  only  be  effaced  by  destroying  the  appearance  of  the  note  or  docu- 
ment on  which  it  is  printed. 

Please  favor  us  with  the  result  of  your  experimentation,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
and  greatly  oblige. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 


Letter  from  Prof.  John  Torrey. 


N eiv  York,  May  ^tli,  iS^y. 
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Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  communication  of  the  21st  of  April  last,  and 
have  made  a careful  examination  of  the  Bank  Notes,  printed  with  the  new  Green  Ink,  called 
the  Canada  Bank  Note  Printing  Tint,  conjointly  with  the  Black  Carbon  Ink.  All  the 
tests  mentioned  in  your  letter,  besides  all  others  known  to  me,  were  applied  to  the  Green 
Ink;  but  it  resisted  every  one  of  them.  The  green  compound  is  insoluble  and  indestructible 
by  all  chemical  agents,  except  such  as  will  destroy  the  paper  itself.  Neither  is  it  possible 
to  change  the  color.  Like  all  other  inks,  this  may,  by  mechanical  means  and  with  much 
labor,  be  removed  from  the  paper;  but  the  black  carbon  ink  will  be  removed  at  the  same 
time.  I found  it  was  inpracticable  to  efface  the  one  color  without  obliterating  the  other. 

The  invention  of  this  Permanent  Green  Ink  is  a very  happy  one,  and  the  best  for  tbe 
object  contemplated  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  The  material  which  Is  the  basis  of 
the  Ink,  is  the  only  available  indestructible  colored  body  known  to  me  that  is  suitable  for 
the  exceedingly  important  end  you  have  In  mind. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Torrey, 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Chemistry,  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  N ew-Y ork,  and  Assayer  U.  S.  Assay  Office. 


Letter  from  Prof.  B.  Silliman,  Jr. 

Yale  College  Laboratory , June  Qth,  i8s7- 

M essrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 

Gentlemen  : — I have,  at  your  request,  made  a careful  examination  of  the  Green 
Tinted  Bank  Notes,  w'hich  you  have  submitted  to  me,  both  with  reference  to  the  perma- 
nence and  unalterable  nature  of  the  Green  Ink,  and  also  in  regard  to  its  antiphoto- 
graphic power. 

The  black  carbon  ink  in  which  black  engravings  are  usually  printed,  is,  as  is  w’ell 
known,  proof  against  change  of  color  by  any  chemical  agent,  and  can  be  removed  from  the 
paper  on  which  it  Is  printed  by  mechanical  means. 

All  other  colors  hitherto  employed  in  bank  note  printing — as  blue,  yellow  and  red — 
may  be  removed  or  changed  by  chemical  means,  without  injury  to  the  paper  on  which  they 
are  printed.  Until  the  introduction  of  the  Green  Ink,  first  brought  to  my  notice  by 
yourselves,  we  were  unacquainted  with  any  ink,  except  black,  which  could  be  removed 
by  chemical  means  from  the  surface  of  the  paper  on  which  it  had  been  printed.  I have 
submitted  this  Green  Ink,  to  the  combined  and  successive  action  of  all  the  most  energetic 
agents  known  to  chemists,  both  reducing  and  oxydizing  agents  and  solvents;  and  it  has 
withstood  them  all.  This  ink  is  a compound,  and  theoretically,  therefore.  It  can  be  de- 
composed ; but  this  result  cannot  be  attained  without  the  entire  destruction  of  the  paper. 
By  mechanical  means,  aided  by  the  presence  of  alkalies,  it  may  be  removed,  but  not  with- 
out also  removing  the  Black  Carbon  Ink  at  the  same  time. 

The  anti-photographic  power  of  the  Green  Ink  is  so  considerable,  that,  when  prop- 
erly applied,  it  will,  in  my  judgement,  afford  an  effectual  bar  to  fraud  in  this  most 
dangerous  direction;  as  it  enables  us  now,  by  the  use  of  two  permanent  colors,  (black  and 
green,)  to  obtain  the  best  anti-photographic  results,  which  have  hitherto  been  attained 
only  by  the  use  of  fugitive  inks. 

V^ery  Respectfully, 

B.  Silliman,  Jr. 

Professor  of  General  and  Applied  Chemistry  in  Yale  College 
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Letter  from  Prof.  Wolcott  Gibbs. 

New-Y orkj  June  3rd,  i8sj. 

M essrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 

Gentlemen  : — Agreeably  to  your  request,  I have  made  a series  of  careful  experi- 
ments upon  the  Green  Ink^  submitted  by  you  to  my  experimentation,  and  known  as  the 
“Canada  Bank  Note  Printing  Tint.” 

My  investigation  was  conducted  with  special  reference  to  two  points.  In  the  first 
place,  it  was  necessary  to  determine  whether  the  green  pigment  employed  could  in  any 
manner  be  changed  by  the  action  of  chemical  agents,  so  as  either  to  be  destroyed  or  to  lose 
its  color.  And,  secondly,  whether  the  green  and  black  inks,  which  it  is  proposed  to  employ 
together,  are  equally  indestructible  when  applied  to  paper,  so  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  remove  one  without  affecting  the  other. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  two  points,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that 
the  basis  of  the  Green  Ink,  when  properly  prepared,  may  be  considered  indestructible 
and  unchangeable ; since,  as  is  well  known  to  chemists,  and  as  I have  satisfied  myself  by 
new  and  specially  devised  experiments,  it  can  only  be  acted  on  by  long  boiling  with  con- 
centrated oil  of  vitriol,  or  by  fusion  with  powerfully  oxydizing  agents.  The  color  more- 
over is  a full  and  distinct  green,  which  does  not  fade  or  bleach  on  exposure  to  light;  it 
unites  well  with  oil,  and  the  ink  has  sufficient  body  to  give  the  requisite  distinctiveness  to 
the  designs  printed  with  it. 

My  experiments  have  further  shown  that  when  the  green  pigment  has  been  prepared 
and  applied  in  the  manner  which  you  propose,  it  is  not  possible  to  remove  it  from  the  paper, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  so  far  removing  the  black  ink,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  obtain 
even  a tolerable  photographic  copy  of  the  black  portion  of  the  note.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  photographs  of  a bank  note  printed  in  two  colors,  whether  taken  by  trans- 
mitted or  reflected  light,  exhibit  but  a single  color.  I am  therefore  of  opinion  that  your 
mode  of  printing  with  this  particular  Green  Ink,  will  afford  a good  and  sufficient  security 
against  counterfeiting  by  photography. 

I am,  gentlemen,  respectfully  yours, 

Wolcott  Gibbs, 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physics  in  the 
Free  Academy  in  N ew-Y ork. 


Cambridge,  July  31,  1837. 

Dear  Sir: — I have  carefully  tested  the  bank  bills  printed  in  green  and  black,  which 
you  submitted  to  my  inspection. 

The  basis  of  the  Green  Ink  is  insoluble  in  any  chemical  reagent  which  will  not  at 
once  destroy  bank  note  paper.  If  the  Green  Ink  be  properly  prepared,  the  impression 
made  with  it  will  be  as  imperishable  as  that  made  with  black  ink;  and  either  can  be  re- 
moved from  a given  surface  upon  which  both  have  been  impressed,  without  at  the  same 
time  removing  the  other. 

As  the  green  coloring  matter  intercepts  light,  it  is  an  obvious  protection  against  photo- 
graphic copying,  since  the  green  and  black  impressions  on  the  bill  will  both  appear  black  in 
the  photographic  copy. 

As  both  inks  will  act  alike  on  lithographic  stones  and  zinc  plates,  the  Green  Ink 
furnishes  a manifest  protection  against  both  the  lithographic  and  anastatic  methods  of 
copying. 

I regard  the  device  of  Green  Ink  as  affording  increased  protection  to  surety  papers. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 
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To  Tracy  R.  Edson,  Esq. 


Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

E.  N.  Horsford, 

Professor  of  Chemistry , Harvard  U niversity. 


Smithsonian  Institution,  August  4th, 

Gentlemen:  Accompanying:  this  we  send  you  a copy  of  a Report  from  Dr.  Hilgard, 
relative  to  the  examination  of  hank  notes,  which  I consider  entirely  reliable,  and  trust 
will  be  of  value  in  your  business  operations. 

I am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Joseph  Henry 

Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New  York. 


Smithsonian  Institution,  August  ist,  1857. 

Prof.  Joseph  Henry. 

Dear  Sir: — I have  examined  the  specimens  of  bank  notes  printed  in  green  and  black, 
sent  by  IMessrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  with  reference  to  determining  whether 
or  not  the  use  of  the  Green  Ink,  conjointly  with  the  black,  offers  protection  against 
counterfeiting  and  I have  arrived  at  the  following  results. 

The  Green  Ink  contains  a base  which,  when  properly  prepared,  is  insoluble  and 
indestructible  under  any  circumstances,  or  by  any  chemical  agents  not  involving  the  com- 
plete destruction  of  any  paper  or  other  organic  tissue,  so  far  as  known  at  present. 

I find  that  when  this  substance  is  reduced  to  a proper  state  of  mechanical  division,  the 
ink  prepared  from  it  will  adhere  to  the  paper  quite  as  firmly  as  the  common  carbon  ink; 
so  that  when  both  inks  are  jointly  used  on  the  same  paper,  one  cannot  be  removed  without 
the  other,  by  any  chemical  or  mechanical  means  known.  At  the  same  time,  the  contrast  of 
the  two  colors  is  such  as  not  to  escape  the  most  casual  glance. 

When  prepared  with  the  same  kind  of  oil,  neither  of  them  can  be  transferred  without 
the  other,  to  either  the  stone  or  zinc  plate,  from  a paper  surface  printed  wuth  both;  hence 
it  is  obvious  that,  when  the  two  differently  colored  designs  are  properly  complemented  and 
interlaced,  neither  the  lithographic  nor  anastatic  copying  process  can  be  of  any  use,  except 
to  produce  notes  of  a single  tint,  which  could  not  deceive  any  one. 

The  most  important  point,  however,  which  is  gained  by  the  joint  use  of  these  two  per- 
manent inks,  is  the  prevention  of  photographic  counterfeiting.  For  in  attempting  to 
photograph  one  of  these  notes,  both  the  black  and  the  green  designs  will  be  reproduced  in 
black  only;  or,  possibly,  some  other  one  color,  but  never  two,  so  long  as  the  art  of  photo- 
graphing objects  in  their  natural  colors  remains  a problem  unsolved.  In  the  photographic 
copy  the  green  part  of  the  design  will,  indeed,  appear  somewhat  lighter  than  the  black, 
but  the  joint  use  of  these  two  inks  cannot  but  be  considered  as  an  improvement  highly 
important  and  useful,  and  as  affording  the  best  security  against  counterfeiting  (indepen- 
<lently  of  legislation)  which  has  thus  far  been  offered  to  the  public. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Eugene  W.  Hilgard. 


i8 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  77 


Nezv-Y ork  Clearing  House,  Thursday,  July  26th,  i8^y. 
essrs.  Raw  DON,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 

Gentlemen: — The  w^ant  of  some  better  protection  for  the  security  of  bank  notes  from 
counterfeits  and  alterations,  must  have  been  felt  by  all  bankers  w'ho  have  given  the  sub- 
ject attention.  While  it  is  admitted  that  the  art  of  bank  note  engraving  and  printing  has 
been  brought  to  greater  perfection  in  this  than  in  any  other  country,  still  counterfeits  and 
altered  bank  notes  are  constantly  put  into  circulation,  and  by  them  both  the  bankers  and  the 
public  suffer  much  loss. 

The  discoveries  of  modern  science  have  aided  the  counterfeiter,  and  enable  him  to 
imitate,  w ith  much  ease,  a large  class  of  the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation,  wTich  had  been 
considered  perfectly  secured.  The  wonderful  art  of  producing  and  copying  pictures, 
through  the  agency  of  light,  by  photographic  and  kindred  processes,  has  recently  been  so 
perfected  and  simplified  as  to  have  severely  endangered  all  paper  currency.  By  cheap, 
simple,  and  rapid  methods,  the  most  elaborate  and  highly  executed  engraving  of  the 
artist,  the  most  beautiful  bank  note,  bearing  upon  its  face  the  imprint  and  the  talent  of 
many  artists,  exhibited  in  all  the  various  branches  of  the  engraver’s  art,  and  combined  in 
the  most  skillful  and  artistic  manner,  may  be  faithfully  and  minutely  copied  in  a few 
minutes  and  multiplied  to  any  extent;  thus  nearly  destroying  the  security  which  has  been 
afforded  by  beauty  of  design,  artistic  execution,  and  combined  and  various  talent.  The 
security  of  the  public  against  the  abuse  of  this  new  and  beautiful  art,  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  bank  note  engravers,  and  has  given  them  no  little  trouble.  It  was  for  a time 
thought  that  printing  portions  of  notes  in  red  or  yellow  colored  ink  would  protect  them. 
But  it  w'as  found  easy  to  remove  from  the  face  of  the  note  the  colored  ink  wnthout  injury 
to  the  black  ink  or  the  paper.  Printing  with  fugitive  inks  of  different  colors,  but  of  like 
chemical  affinities,  has  been  highly  recommended  as  a protection;  and  some  of  the  plans 
proposed,  based  upon  the  principle  of  printing  with  different  colored  inks,  alike  fugitive, 
and  wffiich  wmuld  be  removed  from  the  paper  by  the  action  of  the  same  chemical  reagents, 
appeared  at  first  to  afford  entire  protection.  The  best  of  these  plans  does  make  counter- 
feiting by  photographic,  anastatic,  or  lithographic  processes  nearly,  if  not  quite,  impossible; 
but  the  use  of  all  fugitive  inks  rather  facilitates  the  alteration  of  notes,  through  the  ease 
with  wffiich  they  are  removed ; nor  do  they  w'ear  w'ell,  the  impression  soon  becoming 
blurred  and  indistinct.  The  fugitive  inks  that  I have  seen  appear  to  w’ant  body,  and  do 
not  give  as  clear,  strong  impressions  as  the  inks  commonly  used,  which  are  much  more 
oermanent  and  durable. 

After  a careful  examination  of  all  the  protections  yet  proposed,  I am  satisfied  that 
the  green  tint,  introduced  by  your  house,  and  used  upon  your  patent  anti-photographic  bank 
notes,  is  much  the  best  yet  discovered.  In  the  specimens  I have  examined,  you  have 
printed  with  the  Green  Ink,  a pleasing  and  laborate  tint  upon  the  face  of  the  note,  in 
which  you  have  effectually  introduced  securities  against  alteration,  and  upon  which  you 
have  printed  the  note  proper  w ith  the  black  carbon  ink  commonly  used,  and  which  is  known, 
by  long  experience,  to  give  the  best  impression  from  the  engraved  plate,  and  to  wear  as  long 
as  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  printed.  I am  convinced  by  the  experiments  that  I have  made 
and  witnessed,  that  it  is  impossible  to  remove  the  green  tint  without  also  removing  the 
black  ink,  or  destroying  the  paper,  and  that  the  Green  Ink  is  as  durable  and  permanent  as 
is  the  black.  The  only  photographic  copy  that  could  be  obtained  from  notes  thus  secured 
would  he  an  indistinct  and  confused  copy  in  a single  color,  which  could  not  be  mistaken  for 
a bank  note;  and  any  attempt  to  copy  them  by  the  anastatic  or  lithographic  process  would 
prove  abortive  for  the  same  reasons.  I have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  your  patent 
green  tint  hank  note  protection,  as  w'ell  worthy  of  the  attention  of  bank  officers. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CjEO.  D.  Lyman. 
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Letter  from  Charles  D.  Fredericks,  Photographer. 

5^5  Broadway,  New-Y ork , May  29th, 

M essrs.  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson. 

Gentlemen  : — Agreeably  to  your  request  I have  made  numerous  experiments,  by 
various  processes,  upon  the  green-tinted  bank  notes  submitted  by  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  Anti-Photographic  Power  of  the  Green  Ink  in  which  they  were 
printed. 

The  result  is  that,  in  all  cases,  the  portions  printed  in  Green,  as  well  as  those 
printed  in  black,  appear  only  in  Black  in  the  photographic  copy.  And  I do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a counterfeit  by  photography  of  any  hank  note  upon  which 
the  green  tint  is  printed  by  you,  in  connection  with  the  black  ink  ordinarily  used  in  print- 
ing bank  notes. 

Respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

C.  D.  Fredericks. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  assisted  in  making  the  experiments  referred  to,  and  fully 
concur  in  the  opinion  above  expressed. 

Victor  Plard, 

G.  Penabert, 

Photographic  Operators  for  Air.  Fredericks. 


New-Y  ork,  Jan’y,  18^8. 

Tracy  R.  Edson,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir: — I have  made  many  experiments  photographically,  upon  bank  notes,  printed 
in  the  Patent  Green  Tint,  combined  with  the  ordinary  black  printing  ink,  and  in  every 
instance,  the  parts  printed  in  the  green  colored  ink  appear  black  in  the  photographic  copy. 

I have  found  it  impossible  to  make  a photographic  copy  of  notes  printed  in  that  man- 
ner, that  will  exhibit  more  than  one  shade  of  color,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  photographic  chemistry,  I do  not  believe  there  is  any  process  known  by  which 
it  can  he  done. 

B.  Hufnagel, 

Photographer,  413  Broadway,  N.Y. 


Italy’s  St.  Meinrad  Set  Also  Honors  Great  Swiss  Abbey 

V'atican  City’s  three-value  1961  St.  Meinrad  set  had  two  designers,  C.  Darrowska 
and  R.  Grasselini,  according  to  Pierson  Ostrow,  each  stamp  is  inscribed  with  the  dates  861 
and  1961,  and  the  words  “lubilaeum  S.  Meinradi”  (St.  Meinrad  Jubilee).  The  30-lire 
black,  designed  by  Dabrowska,  shows  a full-length  vignette  of  the  saint  with  legend 
reading  “Patronus  Einsidlensis”  (Patron  of  Einsiedeln).  TTie  40-lire  lilac,  also  by 
Dabrowska,  reproduces  the  Virgin  of  Einsiedeln,  with  legend  Thaumaturga  Einsidlensis 
(miracle-worker  of  Einsiedeln).  The  lOO-lire  brown  is  the  work  of  Grasselini.  It  shoes 
the  monastery  itself,  being  so  identified  as  “Monasterium  Emsidlense  . The  inscriptions 
references  to  Einsiedeln,  are  to  the  Swiss  monastery  of  that  name,  inseparably  associated 
with  the  memory  of  St.  Meinrad,  who  founded  it.  The  year  861  on  the  stamps  refers  to 

the  date  of  Meinrad’s  death. 
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A Glimpse  Into  the  Past 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Sol  Altmann  is  an  indefatigable  researcher,  not  only  for  data  on 
his  special  interests,  such  as  engraving  and  engravers,  but  for  any  material  dealing  with 
essays  and  proofs,  or  with  postal  matters.  .During  his  years  of  culling  many  philatelic 
journals  during  hours  in  the  library  of  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York,  Mr.  Altmann 
has  copied  various  articles,  which  will  he  presented  under  this  heading. 

The  reader  must  be  alert  to  the  fact  that  these  articles  are  presented  as  they  were 
published.  They  are  presented  in  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  as  interesting  bits  of 
philately  from  the  past.  The  reader  must  also  be  aware  that  later  research  may  have  devel- 
oped more  substantial  facts,  but  the  original,  offered  herewith,  is  as  it  appeared  in  the 
journal  of  record  on  the  date  indicated. 


The  American  Journal  of  Philately,  March  20,  1877. 

Last  week  Mr.  Key  the  new  Postmaster  General  heard  counsel  in  the  matter  of  the 
award  of  the  contract  for  furnishing  postage  stamps  for  the  postal  service  for  a contract 
term  of  four  years,  from  first  of  May  next.  The  lowest  bidder  under  the  invitation  for 
proposals  issued  by  the  Department,  was  the  Standard  Publishing  Co.  of  Syracuse,  New 
York: — a Newspaper,  Job-printing  and  Lithographing  establishment,  whose  bid  was 
$9-95  per  thousand.  The  next  bidder  was  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  which  bid 
$9.98.  On  the  basis  of  the  bid,  the  Publishing  Co.  would  be  entitled  to  the  contract,  but 
the  Bank  Note  Co.  protest  against  such  an  award  on  the  ground  that  the  invitation  was 
only  extended  to  steel  plate  engravers  and  plate  printers,  which  the  Standard  Co.  does  not 
claim  to  be,  and  hence  their  proposal  should  not  have  been  received.  They  further  urge 
that  under  the  advertisement,  the  Postmaster  General  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  and 
all  bids  if  deemed  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  so  to  do. 

They  assert  that  public  policy  requires  the  rejection  of  the  Standard  Co’s,  bid  for  the 
reason : 

First — That  correspondence  between  Washington  and  Syracuse  would  occupy  one  day 
longer  than  with  New  York  City,  causing  that  much  delay  in  filling  of  orders. 

Second — That  one-ninth  of  all  the  stamps  sold  are  sold  at  the  New  York  City  Post 
Office,  and  that  the  transportation  of  stamps  to  that  city  would  amount  to  as  much  as  all 
that  is  saved  by  the  lower  bid. 

Third — -That  a considerable  expense  w’ould  be  incurred  in  fitting  up  a stamp  office  at 
Syracuse,  wffiich  would  be  saved  if  the  work  was  done  at  New  York  City  where  it  is  now 
performed. 

The  Standard  Company  insists  on  the  execution  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  the  aw’ard 
of  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bona  fide  bidders.  They  assert  that  it  is  through  competition 
that  the  present  prices  have  been  reduced  from  $14.99  thousand  to  the  present  pro- 
posed rates.  The  difference  in  price  is  but  trifling,  but  w’ould  only  amount  to  about  $200 
per  year,  or  $800  during  the  term  of  four  years;  but  there  is  an  important  principle 
involved  which  the  Department  is  now'  called  on  to  decide. 

I'he  number  of  stamps  used  annually  is  about  700  million  and  the  number  is  increas- 
ing each  year.  Postmaster  General  Key  listened  to  counsel  on  either  side  with  much 
attention,  and  finally  decided  to  aw-ard  the  contract  to  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co. 
on  the  ground  that  the  Standard  Co.  were  not  Plate  Printers,  and  that  the  convenience 
of  having  the  w'ork  executed  in  New'  York  w'ould  more  than  counterbalance  the  3c  per 
thousand  difference  in  cost.  By  this  decision  it  seems  doubtful  if  we  shall  have  a new- 
set  of  stamps.  (End  of  quote  from  American  Journal  of  Philately) 

Comments  hy  Sol  Altmann:  There  ^ere  at  least  four  bidders  for  this  contract  (iSyj)  according  to 
the  late  Clarence  \ Braver:  (l)  Standard  Publishing  Co.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  (2)  Charles  h . Steel  for 
Franklin  Bank  Note  Co.;  (3)  Philadelphia  Bank  Note  Co.:  (4)  Continental  Bank  IS  otc  Co.  On  July 
25,  iSjS,  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  secured  the  contract  for  all  I . S.  postage  stamps,  later  including 
Official  and  N civspaper  stamps,  jor  a term  of  four  years  from  May  I,  iSj^'  Continental  ’zias  again  success- 
ful on  Feb.  28,  iSjy,  and  it  held  the  postage  stamp  contract  until  consolidation  'zcitli  the  American  Bank 
Note  Co.  Dec.  2/,  rSyS,  after  tihich  the  contract  ^as  executed  by  the  latter  Company. 
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Courtesy  of  The  New-York  Historical  Society,  New  Vo.k  City 


Heay’s  Office  and  Factory  at  77  John  Street,  New  York  City,  in  1872  when  he  held 
the  Government  t'ontract  for  the  manufacture  of  Stamped  Envelopes. 


How  Reay  Lost  the  U.  S.  Envelope 
Contract  to  Plimpton  in  1874 


I5y  Kali)h  R.  Weaver 


It  was  a mild  and  sunny  71°  the  morning  of  July  I3-  1874,  when  George  H.  Reay 
picked  up  his  copy  of  The  New  ^ ork  Times  and  read  the  Postmaster  Generals  advertise- 
ment for  bids  on  a new  stamped  envelope  contract.  With  the  U.  S.  Government  as  his 
principal  customer,  his  young  business  had  weathered  the  Panic  of  73-  But  his  contract 
would  expire  in  about  75  days,  and  recollections  of  his  bitter  fight  to  hold  it  in  1870  were 
still  vivid. 


All  of  Reay’s  dealings  had  been  with  officials  under  John  A.  J.  Creswell  of  Maryland, 
who  had  been  the  Chief  since  1869  and  possibly  the  ablest  of  all  our  Postmasters  General. 
His  farsighted  work  in  reorganizing  the  Department,  postal  law  codification,  and  postal 
reforms  is  one  of  the  few  bright  spots  in  the  Grant  administrations. 


But  suddenly,  just  six  days  ago  on  July  7th,  James  W.  Marshall,  said  to  be  from 
Virginia,  had  been  appointed  Postmaster  General.  He  had  been  serving  as  hirst  Assistant, 
but  no  newspaper  carried  the  usual  announcement  of  appointment  to  a Cabinet  office 
There  were  rumors  it  was  an  interim  appointment,  and  the  Washington  correspondent  of 
The  Times  on  July  9 finally  shed  some  light  on  it  for  Reay  when  he  reported: 


The  Acting  Postmaster 
to  employ  ten  additional 


General  todav  issued  an  order  authorizing  the  Postmaster  of  Pittsburg,  I’enn., 
carriers  at  $600  each  per  annum  in  order  to  extend  the  free  delivery  system  . . . 


Iffien  his  dispatch  of  July  27  to  The  Times  clarified  the  whole  situation: 


Upon  the  return  of  Postm 
ad  interim,  is  expected  to 
latter  . , . 


aster  General  Jewell  (then  Minister  to  Russia),  Postmaster  General  Marshall, 
* resign.  Such'  was  the  understanding  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the 


Editor’s  Note:  This 
Envelope  W orld,  (March, 


article,  with  some  added  illustrations,  is  reprinted  by  permission 
,960,  published  by  P.  H.  Thorp,  Netcong,  N.  J. 


from 


V. 


S. 
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Meanwhile  at  St.  Petersburg  (now  Leningrad)  Mr.  Jewell  on  July  18  reported  in 
part  as  follows  to  Hamilton  Fish,  Secretary  of  State: 

SIR.  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  after  several  days’  delay  and  postponement,  I have  this  day 
been  accorded  an  audience  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  at  Zarskoe  Selo  ...  The  Emperor  said  that  he 

regretted  to  hear  of  my  departure  from  Russia  after  so  brief  a residence,  as  we  were  just  beginning  to 

get  acquainted,  but  that  he  noticed  I had  been  called  to  a cabinet-office  as  Postmaster  General  ...  In 
reply,  I said  that  such  was  the  case;  that  the  President,  in  communicating  to  me  this  appointment,  begged 

me  to  take  leave  of  His  Imperial  Alajesty  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  . . . 

In  James  Marshall  we  thus  have  a 55-day  Postmaster  General,  and  the  only  Cabinet 
officer  in  our  history  to  step  down  and  become  a ‘hired  hand’  under  a successor. 

In  the  four  years  since  Reay  had  won  the  first  contract  let  under  competitive  bidding, 
ending  the  Nesbitt  monopoly,  he  had  supplied  the  Department  with  more  than  461,000,000 
envelopes  (88%  in  the  3c  denomination)  and  with  65,000,000  wrappers.  It  had  been  a 
profitable  contract.  The  popularity  and  usage  of  envelopes  was  growing  at  the  rate  of  10% 
a year.  Reay’s  life  savings  were  invested  in  his  plant  and  equipment.  Success  in  bidding 
for  the  1874  contract  was  imperative. 


Courtesy  of  R.  Martine  Reay 


George  Henry  Reay  (1837-1876). 

(For  his  biography  see  E.  P.  J.  No.  34,  April,  1J152) 


Reay  seems  always  to  have  been  described  as  a ‘stubborn’  or  ‘cantankerous’  or  even 
‘malicious’  and  ‘vindictive’  character.  So  little  is  known  about  him  that  this  view  is  mere 
guesswork.  Petty  squabbles  with  bureaucratic  underlings,  many  of  whom  in  those  days 
were  venal,  is  no  criterion;  Creswell  himself  thought  highly  of  Reay  and  his  integrity. 
Reay  was  a largely  self-taught  genius  with  machinery,  which  comprised  his  whole  world. 
He  had  had  no  previous  experience  in  the  operation  of  a business.  Like  many  men  trained 
to  expect  a precise  result  in  a given  mechanical  situation,  he  may  well  have  been  blunt  and 
tactless  in  handling  the  unpredictable  human  being.  But  he  did  know  that  he  was  giving 
the  Government  the  finest  embossed  envelopes  it  had  ever  used  at  prices  lower  than 
Nesbitt  had  charged.  Politically  Reay  was  as  naive  as  a child.  But  he  soon  learned  what 
was  meant  by  the  assignments,  fraudulent  contracts,  straw  bids  and  place-brokers  which, 
with  widespread  dishonesty  in  high  places,  have  made  the  Grant  administrations  the  most 
corrupt  in  American  history. 

After  he  had  won  the  1870  contract  he  was  forced  to  stand  by  while  political  intrigue 
deprived  him  of  it.  On  the  second  round  he  watched  the  contract  go  to  the  dummy  bidder 
Dempsey  & O’Toole;  he  finally  landed  it  again  when  Attorney  General  Amos  1'.  Akerman 
of  Georgia  (who  was  dumped  from  office  when  he  ruled  against  the  land  grabs  of  the 
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Courtesy  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing 

Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster  General  1874-1870. 


Pacific  railroads)  ruled  that  the  low  bidder  could  not  assign  to  Nesbitt.  While  Dempsey  & 
O’Toole  were  being  reimbursed  over  $28,000  by  the  Government  for  expenses  incurred  in 
fouling  up  the  contract,  Reay  was  busy  getting  engraved  and  approved  a whole  new  series 
of  dies  whose  designs  were  derived  from  the  new  National  Bank  Note  stamps.  But  he 
had  been  initiated  into  the  mysterious  machinations  which  typified  the  dealings  between 
business  and  Government  for  many  years  after  the  Civil  War. 

His  opposite  number  in  the  1874  competition  turned  out  to  be  Marshall  Jewell,  an  able 
and  wealthy  industrialist  and  politician,  whose  large  interests  centered  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
the  home  town  of  Plimpton  Mfg.  Co.  No  shred  of  evidence  pointing  to  dishonest  con- 
duct by  Jewell  has  ever  been  unearthed.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  the  one  Cabinet  member 
who  openly  supported  Benjamin  H.  Bristow  (Grant’s  replacement  for  the  notorious 
William  A.  Richardson  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  when  Bristow  broke  the  Whiskey 
Ring  which  had  defrauded  the  Government  of  millions  in  taxes.  The  trial  convicted  over 
100  men,  and  Grant’s  own  private  secretary  barely  escaped  the  net.  Top  party  politicians 
put  such  pressure  on  Grant  that  he  insisted  on  Bristow’s  resignation;  Jewells  retirement 
from  office  followed  soon  after. 

Jewell  had  had  a spectacular  career.  In  the  late  1840’s,  with  his  fathers  leather 
business  in  a slump,  he  had  migrated  to  western  New  \ ork,  then  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
where  he  became  an  expert  telegrapher,  and  managed  a small  telegraph  company  ^\hile 
still  in  his  20’s.  In  1850,  at  the  age  of  25,  he  returned  to  become  a partner  in  his  father’s 
leather-belting  business  at  Hartford,  then  a town  of  35.000  people.  Before  long  he  had 
greatly  expanded  its  sales,  both  in  the  West  and  abroad. 

Two  shrewd  moves  became  the  basis  of  his  fortune; 


1.  Huge,  unprecedented  and  speculative  purchases  of  leather  on  the  eve  of  the  Civil 
War,  which  gave  him  a commanding  position  in  the  industry  and  in  dealing  with  the 

Government  for  wartime  requirements. 

2.  The  acquisition  in  i860  of  a partnership  in  the  Detroit  dry  goods  firm  of  Charles 
Root  & Co.,  in  time  to  enjoy  the  profits  of  an  important  wartime  supplier  of  Army 

materiel. 


By  1870 
Phoenix  Fire 
Machine  Co., 


lewell’s  interests  included  important  holdings  in  1 ravelers’  Insurance  Co., 
'insurance  Co  the  Netv  Yotk  & New  England  Railroad,  Weed  Sewing 
Landers.  Fray  & Clark,  The  Hartford  Hank  where  Plimpton  was  a cus- 
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tomer,  and  the  Hartford  Evening  Post.  He  owned  several  tanneries  in  the  Middle  West, 
and  served  for  a time  as  President  of  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Co. 

Jewell  had  also  served  three  terms  as  Governor  of  Connecticut  (1868-1872),  and 
had  strongly  supported  Grant  in  the  1868  campaign  against  Horatio  Seymour.  In  1873-74 
he  was  iVIinister  to  Russia.  His  choice  of  diplomatic  post  was  typical  of  his  business 
acumen:  while  there  he  studied  thoroughly  the  Russian  methods  for  processing  hides.  He 
found  them  superior  in  many  ways  to  American  methods,  and  their  adoption  by  his  own 
company  further  enhanced  its  strong  position  in  the  industry. 

Hopeless  Position 

H ow  James  IVIarshall  held  the  fort  for  Postmaster  General  Jewell  and  eased  Reay 
into  the  hopeless  position  in  which  he  soon  found  himself  is  best  shown  by  five  dispatches 
from  The  New  York  Times’  Washington  correspondent  between  Saturday,  Aug.  15,  and 
Monday,  Aug.  24,  1874-  These  are  the  New  York  publication  dates,  the  Washington  date 
line  being  one  day  earlier  for  each  dispatch: 

Aug.  1 5 • • • Bids  for  supplying  the  Post  Office  Department  with  stamped  en\’elopes  and  newspaper 
wrappers  for  four  years  from  Oct.  i were  opened  by  the  Postmaster  General  (Marshall)  today.  G.  F. 
Nesbitt  & Co.,  and  George  H.  Reay  of  New  York,  and  the  Morgan  Envelope  Co.,  of  Massachusetts  were 
the  bidders  the  last  named  the  lowest.  Reay  averaged  about  ten  percent,  and  Nesbitt  about  twenty-five 
percent,  above  in  their  prices.  The  award  will  be  made  in  a day  or  two. 

Aug.  16  . . . The  contract  for  furnishing  the  Post  Office  Department  with  stamped  envelopes  and  news- 
paper wrappers,  proposals  for  which  were  opened  yesterday,  has  not  been  awarded,  although  the 
Alorgan  Envelope  Co.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  is  the  lowest  bidder.  It  is  believed  that  for  reasons  deemed 
good  and  sufficient  by  the  department,  the  contract  will  be  awarded  to  the  next  lowest  bidder,  George  H. 
Reay  of  New  York,  the  present  contractor  for  furnishing  stamped  envelopes. 

Aug.  17  . . . Postmaster  General  Jewell  is  expected  to  arrive  in  New  York  this  week,  but  it  is  not 
supposed  that  he  will  assume  the  duties  of  his  office  before  Sept.  i. 

Aug.  21  . . . Upon  a careful  consideration  of  the  proposal  of  the  Alorgan  Envelope  Co.,  who  were  the 
lowest  bidders  to  furnish  stamped  envelopes  and  newspaper  wrappers,  the  Postmaster  General  decided 
that  the  prices  named  therein  are  irregular  to  such  an  extent  that  the  acceptance  of  their  proposal  would 
greatly  embarrass  the  department,  and  prevent  it  from  supplying  the  public  at  proportionate  prices  with 
the  various  grades  of  stamped  envelopes  heretofore  and  now  in  use,  and  has  therefore  ordered  that  all 
the  bids  be  rejected  and  new  proposals  be  invited,  the  bids  to  be  opened  on  the  i8th  proximo. 

Aug.  24  . . . Postmaster  General  Marshall  having  left  the  city  [Washington]  for  a few  days,  the  President 
has  designated  Second  Assistant  John  L.  Routt  as  Postmaster  General,  ad  interim,  thus  giving  to  the 
department  three  Postmaster  Generals,  viz.,  Marshall  Jewell,  J.  W.  Marshall  and  Col.  Routt,  de  jure, 
de  facto,  and  ad  interim. 

The  correspondent  must  have  enjoyed  that  last  morsel  after  having  tried  on  the  20th 
to  make  sense  out  of  the  release  telling  of  the  rejection  of  all  three  bids  on  spurious 
technical  grounds.  The  double  talk  and  jumble  of  meaningless  jargon,  the  short  trip  by 
Marshall  out  of  town  during  the  week  of  Jewell’s  arrival  in  New  York,  make  it  trans- 
parent that  Jewell  was  running  the  Department  from  offstage  in  the  wings. 

Jewell  showed  up  ‘promptly  at  9 o’clock’  at  the  Post  Office  Building  in  Washington 
the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Aug.  25.  He  picked  up  his  and  his  Assistants’  commissions 
engrossed  at  the  State  Department,  and  took  them  for  the  President’s  signature  to  Long 
Branch,  N.  J.,  where  Grant  was  summering.  He  then  joined  Grant’s  party  for  a cruise 
to  Newport  on  the  City  of  Peking. 

Plimptom  Enters 

ITus  Jewell  unofficially  took  care  of  the  first  round  of  bids.  The  point  at  which 
Plimpton  made  known  to  Mr.  Jewell  their  desire  to  bid  for  the  envelope  contract  is  lost  in 
their  personal  relations.  Sometime  before  Aug.  20  they  entered  the  arena.  They  were 
insignificant  factors  in  envelope  manufacture.  But  they  succeeded  in  working  out  an  ill- 
concealed  agreement  with  Morgan.  For  Morgan,  half  a loaf  was  better  than  none;  for 
Plimpton,  only  an  alliance  with  Morgan,  who  had  the  necessary  equipment  and  trained 
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Couilesy  of  Ernest  Lau])enheimer 


Hiidolph  l*hilipj)  Laiibeiiheimer  (1833-1905). 
Kiiftraver  of  the  Envelope  Dies  Used  hy  Reay. 

(/•or  his  biography  see  E.  P.  J.  P/o.  S3,  January,  IQ52.) 


personnel,  would  enable  them  to  enter  any  bid  at  all.  he  rejection  of  the  first  round  of 
bids  was  required  to  give  the  Plimpton-Morgan  group  time  to  work  out  their  deal  and 
enter  a hid  by  Sept.  i8. 

Jewell  s Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1875  makes  no  mention  of 
Marshalls  Cabinet  office  tenure;  in  this  Report  Marshall  appears  only  as  First 

Assistant.  His  Department  career  ended  the  late  Spring  of  1878,  in  the  capacity  of 
Superintendent,  Railway  Mail  Service. 

Missing,  also,  in  the  section  supplied  by  Third  Assistant  Edward  W.  Barber  is  any 
mention  of  the  negotiation  of  a new  envelope  contract,  or  of  the  new  contractor  at  whose 
H artford  plant  his  deputy,  A.  D.  Hazen,  had  spent  many  a hectic  day  in  October-Novem- 
ber  ’74,  trying  to  help  Plimpton  get  into  production. 

In  Barber’s  section  of  the  1876  Annual  Report,  he  notes  casually  ‘the  increasing 
popularity  of  stamped  envelopes,  growing  both  out  of  their  intrinsic  merits  and  the  lower 
rates  at  which  they  are  furnished  to  the  public  under  the  new  contract.’  This  is  the  first 
and  only  mention  in  any  document  covering  Jewell’s  administration  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  of  a new  envelope  contract.  The  terms  are  not  divulged. 

The  cost  of  the  ‘lower  rates  to  the  public’,  however,  had  to  be  defrayed  by  other 
Departmental  revenue.  Barber’s  own  figures  for  the  cost  to  the  department  of  all  regular, 
return  request  and  official  envelopes,  and  all  wrappers,  supplied  in  1874  and  1875,  show  a 
saving  to  the  Government  of  only  1.3c  per  1000  under  the  first  year  of  the  Plimpton  con- 
tract. This  makes  it  a little  difficult  to  quote  lower  prices  to  the  public  on  the  basis  of 
lower  costs.  The  cheaper  Plimpton  paper  alone  should  have  saved  more  than  that. 

When  Jewell  opened  the  second  round  of  bids  on  Sept.  18  Plimpton  offered  the  third 
lowest  bid,  and  Morgan  did  not  hid  at  all.  The  two  lowest  bidders  were  small,  but  it  was 
usual  in  those  days  for  small  and  unqualified  companies  to  submit  nuisance  bids  on  con- 
tracts they  had  no  chance  to  secure.  Normally  they  received,  from  the  next  higher  sub- 
stantial bidder,  more  than  the  cost  of  the  telegrams  withdrawing  their  low  bids.  It  was 
the  cheapest  way  out  for  the  qualified  bidder,  and  it  relieved  the  Postmaster  Cjeneral  of 
the  necessity  of  a formal  investigation  of  plant  and  facilities  before  official  disqualification, 
and  possible  legal  complications. 
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In  the  Aug.  28,  1959  issue  of  JMekeeVs,  Mr.  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  published  for  the 
first  time  a verbatim  record  of  Jewell’s  diary  notes  for  Sept.  23,  1874.  This  was  the  day 
of  the  conference  during  which  Jewell  officially  awarded  the  new  contract  to  Plimpton. 

I he  decision  of  Judge  Spence  for  the.  Department  that  the  hubs  were  tools  and  the  prop- 
erty of  Reay;  the  disappointment  of  Maro  Chapman  of  Plimpton  at  that  decision;  the 
avowed  misgivings  of  Jewell  about  Plimpton’s  ability  to  deliver  in  the  time  and  quantities 
required;  the  threat  of  General  Jeffries  (Reay’s  counsel)  to  sue  to  upset  the  award  on  the 
grounds  of  conspiracy;  and  Reay’s  tongue-in-cheek  offer  to  supply  emergency  requirements 
if  Plimpton  fell  down,  all  are  illuminating. 

Flimptom  Tlireatemedl 

Jewell’s  professed  fears  of  serious  delay,  with  back-ordering  of  postmasters’  requisi- 
tions and  ensuing  chaos,  were  justified.  But  instead  of  carrying  out  his  threat,  in  this  event, 
to  ‘take  the  whole  thing  right  out  of  your  (Plimpton’s)  hands  if  we  are  embarrassed  by 
you’  and  to  ‘apply  any  remedy  at  my  command’,  he  showed  remarkable  patience  with 
Plimpton’s  initial  incompetence,  and  finally  made  a large  fill-in  purchase  from  Reay  in  late 
October. 

In  1892  Tiffany,  Bogert  & Rechert  wrote  that  the  backlog  of  undelivered  envelope 
orders  exceeded  11,000,000  when  this  emergency  purchase  was  made.  With  Plimpton 
production  at  less  than  500,000  a day,  the  new  contractor  could  eventually  catch  up  if 
relieved  of  the  pressure  in  some  of  the  low’er,  and  most  of  the  higher,  denominations. 

The  extremely  small  usage  of  the  high  denominations  in  envelopes  is  common  knowl- 
edge. But  even  in  the  lOc  Plimptons,  the  total  issue  in  17  years  was  only  173,350.  The 
Postmaster  General,  however,  had  planned  carefully,  and  had  taken  out  some  insurance 
against  delays  by  Plimpton:  he  bought,  among  others,  16,250  of  the  lOc  Reays  in  the  last 
Quarter  of  the  Reay  contract,  and  another  11,000  from  Reay  in  the  first  Quarter  of  the 
Plimpton  contract.  It  was  adequate  insurance:  the  purchase  of  lOc  Reays  in  that  one  fiscal 
year  1874-75  exceeded  the  total  purchase  of  lOc  Plimptons  for  the  next  7 years  combined. 

Reay,  of  course,  felt  certain  Plimpton  would  fall  down;  he  hoped  for  a repetition  of 
the  1870  episode  involving  Dempsey  & O’Toole.  He  had  just  sold  Plimpton  an  order  for 
$2000  in  envelopes.  And  he  clearly  relied  on  Jewell’s  apparent  threat  at  the  Sept.  23rd 
conference  to  take  the  contract  away  from  Plimpton  if  they  embarassed  the  Department. 
This  balm  also  lulled  General  Jeffries  into  postponing  any  suit  to  upset  the  award.  But 
all  Jewell  did  was  use  Reay  to  bail  Plimpton  out  of  their  difficulties. 

These  difficulties  stemmed  not  so  much  from  Reay’s  alleged  ‘corner’  on  embossing 
talent  as  from  the  time  it  took  the  secret  partner,  Morgan  Envelope  Co.,  to  equip  and 
man  the  Plimpton  plant  at  Hartford.  Jewell  struggled  along  manfully,  so  that  by  the 
time  he  retired  from  office  in  1876  the  Plimpton-Morgan  combine  was  so  well  entrenched 
it  took  almost  30  years  for  a competitor  to  take  the  business  away  from  them. 

IVluch  has  been  made  of  Reay’s  refusal  to  surrender  his  magnificent  hubs  and  dies,  and 
of  their  disappearance,  almost  as  though  he  owed  them  to  future  philatelists.  But  Judge 
Spence  supported  his  contention  the  hubs  were  his  property.  Even  had  he  surrendered 
them,  he  would  have  exercised  the  engraver’s  historic  right  to  deface  his  tools  to  avert 
imitation  or  illegal  use.  And  Plimpton  proved  correct  his  contention  that  dies  could  be 
made  without  his  hubs,  albeit  with  much  inferior  skill. 

Reay  was  the  one  master  craftsman  in  his  field.  By  employment  of  the  noted  German 
engraver  Laubenheimer,  and  of  the  most  advanced  equipment,  he  achieved  the  superlative 
embossing  which  gives  his  issues  their  distinction.  Little  wonder,  then,  that  seeing  an 
‘inside  job’  threaten  to  bankrupt  him,  Reay  resisted  this  raid  upon  his  technical  stock-in- 
trade.  He  offered  to  sell  it,  but  he  would  not  submit  to  having  it  snatched  from  him. 

Furthermore,  Reay  is  the  only  19th  century  contractor  who  was  never  penalized  for 
delivering  paper  stock  inferior  to  specifications  or  defective.  The  superior  quality,  weight. 
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and  strength  of  his  highly  calendered  laid  papr  is  remarkably  uniform,  despite  having  to  be 
bought  from  several  different  mills. 

T he  difference  between  his  1874  8id  and  Plimpton’s  may  well  be  accounted  for  by  the 
simple  difference  in  cost  of  paper  supplied, — in  today’s  market  the  Reay  type  of  paper  would 
cost  over  12%  more  than  any  of  Plimpton’s  best  samples.  At  numerous  times,  usually 
after  complaint  by  postmasters  or  the  public,  Plimpton  envelopes  were  rejected  because  of 
inferior  paper.  On  at  least  one  occasion  (1884)  they  were  required  to  pay  a cash  penalty 
to  the  Department. 

]Reay  a Master  Craftsman 

George  H.  Reay  has  earned  the  right  to  be  known  to  collectors  as  a master  craftsman 
and  machinist,  an  honest  contractor,  and  a dogged  fighter,  rather  than  as  an  ill-tempered 
trouble-maker  who  squeezed  Plimpton  so  close  to  failure.  He  may  have  given  the  De- 
partment too  much  quality  in  his  issues,  but  never  too  little.  And  certain  it  is  he  never 
played  the  dishonest  political  game  which  gave  this  era  the  low  moral  tone  from  which  it 
took  the  Federal  Government  three  decades  to  recover. 

Reay  died  embittered  shortly  after  losing  the  1874  contract;  his  business  disappeared 
from  Wilson’s  Business  Directory  of  New  York  City  after  the  1874-75  issue  which  gave 
his  addresses  as  both  at  77  John  Street  and  also  for  two  years  with  an  additional  location 
at  163  Pearl  Street,  next  door  to  one  of  the  Nesbitt  plants. 

Jewell  carried  on  to  maneuver  the  compromise  Presidential  nomination  of  Garfield  in 
1880.  He  remained  as  Republican  National  Chairman  until  his  death  in  1883.  Jewell’s 
three  accomplishments  as  Postmaster  General  in  1874-1876  were: 

1.  Some  success  in  carrying  on  the  fight,  begun  by  Creswell,  to  combat  the  vicious 
practice  of  straw  bids  which  had  immensely  Increased  the  Government’s  cost  of 
contract  mail  routes. 

2.  Initiation  of  the  first  fast  mail  service  between  New'  York  and  Chicago. 

3.  The  transfer  of  the  lucrative  envelope  contract  to  his  fellow'  townsmen. 


1,000  Pliotograplis  Xakem  to  Provide  "Windmill  Stamps 


W^indmills  provided  the  designs  for  The  Netherlands  summer  stamp  issue  of  1963-  The 
issue  features  five  different  wooden  workhorses  of  the  past  as  a tribute  to  all  the  mills 
that  once  helped  to  keep  the  country  safe  and  dry  by  dredging  large  segments  of  the  land 
from  the  sea.  The  stamps  carry  a sur-charge  to  benefit  government  sponsored  cultural  and 
social  foundations.  Each  stamp  shows  a silhouette  of  a different  type  of  mill  in  its  own 
color.  The  “portraits”  were  made  by  Cor  van  Weele,  Amsterdam  photographer,  who  also 
provided  the  photographs  used  in  producing  the  1962  Netherlands  summer  stamp  issue  in 
wTich  he  used  paintings  and  objects  d’art  from  the  Dutch  collections  as  his  subjects.  Mr 
van  Weele  and  his  wife  visited  the  eleven  provinces  of  Holland  and  studied  400  mills, 
taking  photographs  and  documenting  details  on  200  of  them.  IVIrs.  van  Weele  filled 
thirteen  notebooks  w'hile  her  husband  took  1,000  photographs  to  arrive  at  the  |ive  t at 
were  selected.  The  mills  depicted  on  the  stamps  come  from  different  regions  in  Holland. 

7'hey  are: 


The  “stnnderdmolen”  (standard  mill),  used  for  grinding  corn  and  cutting  wood,  the 
first  windmill  type  in  The  Netherlands,  is  on  the  sepia  toned  I2c  + The  red  whip 
or  “wipwatermolen”,  is  a drainage  mill,  on  the  30c  + 10c;  Noord  Hollandse  liinnen- 
kruier”  (North  Holland  inside  turner)  which  has  its  arms  turned  to  the  wind  from  inside 
controls,  is  on  a violet  6c  + 4c;  the  “Zuid-Hollandse"  Poldermolen  is  on  a green  8c  + +c, 
and  the  “Stellingmolen”  (balcony  mill)  on  a blue  4c  + 4C. 

Other  Dutch  Windmill  stamps  have  appeared  on  a Jurists’  issue  in  1932,  a childrens 
series  in  1951,  and  a current  definitive  stamp  with  a mill  sketc  . 
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Government  Portraits  and 

Vignettes 

By  Julian  Blanchard 


In  Journal  No.  47,  July,  1955,  the  writer  had  a little  story  entitled  “Government 
Gift  Books  of  Portraits  and  Vignettes”,  describing  for  the  first  time  those  presentation 
books  that  were  made  up  occasionally  for  certain  “V.  1.  P.’s”.  Since  the  publication  of 
that  review  they  have  become  generally  known  simply  as  “Government  Gift  Books”  and 
a considerable  demand  for  them  has  sprung  up. 

More  recently  we  have  run  across  an  official  copy  of  a proposed  United  States  law 
relating  in  a general  way  to  the  same  subject.  From  the  accompanying  reproduction  of  the 
leaflet  (reduced  about  half)  the  reader  can  easily  see  what  it  is  all  about.  The  purpose 
was  to  make  it  possible  to  buy  copies  of  “any  portrait  or  vignette  which  is  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  a part  of  the  engraved  stock  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing”. 
Just  imagine! 

It  is  stated  that  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  June  5,  1879 
(“Introduced  by  Singleton  in  House”  is  written  across  tbe  sheet  in  pencil),  and  that  in  the 
Senate  it  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  What  was  its 
ultimate  fate  we  are  unable  to  say.  Possibly  some  of  our  readers  can  make  the  necessary 
search  and  find  out.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know. 
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to  piiniang  itapi^sbos-from  portraits  aad  vi^aettes. 

,1  ' hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaenta- 

2 of  ^ United  States  f>f  Armrim  in  Congress  mmjihted, 

B ’H.at  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  ^ the  re<iu^t  of  a Setia- 
'4  tcai  Beiar^^taAre,  or  Delegate  ia  Congress,  tbe  bead  of  a 

5 deportoeet  or  bureau,  art  association,  or  libnvr}%  be,  and  he 

6 Is  hereby,  authbrized  to  furabh  iinpressioos  from  any  portrmt 

7 Of  which  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  a part  of  the 

8 -engraved  stock  of  the  Buroaa  of  Engraving  and  Frlnting: 

9 Fmoidedt  That  the  party  or  parties  applying  for  the  aaone 

10  sh^  ^posit  in  advance,  with  the  Cliief  of  the  ]^rean 

11  Eegraviug  and  Printing,  the  cost  price  of  said  p<»trait^r  vig- 

12  uette  and  ten  per  centum  additionaL 


iPassed  tb^  House  of  Eepre^ntatives  J u»e  5, 


AN 


Attest 


'A  \ 


\ 
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Austria 


JLiidwig  Hessliaioier’s  Essays 
For  Air  Mail  Stamps 

By  Barbara  K.  Mueller 


Essays  of  postage  stamps  have  the  special  appeal  of  retrospection  and  hindsight.  They 
provide  a glimpse  of  what-might-have-been,  and,  occasionally,  of  what-should-have-been. 
In  the  Sobetzky  collection,  now  owned  by  Ernest  Rosenfield,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  is  a group 
of  fourteen  such  essays  for  Austrian  air  post  stamps  by  the  “strange  genius  of  Austrian 
philately,”  Ludwig  Hesshaimer.  Because  these  essays  comprise  a complete  selection  of  the 
proposed  designs  and  are  accompanied  by  the  personal  notes  of  the  artist,  they  deserve 
recording  here  for  the  benefit  of  students  of  aerophilately  and  postage  stamp  art. 

Ludwig  Hesshaimer,  erstwhile  colonel  in  the  Imperial  Austrian  Army,  was  born  in 
1872  in  the  province  of  Transylvania.  His  art  was  self-taught,  and  although  he  gained 
brief  renown  with  his  engravings  of  supernatural  and  grandiose  subjects  such  as  “death” 
and  “war,”  his  most  lasting  achievements  remain  in  the  philatelic  field.  In  his  own  right 
he  was  a competent  philatelist  and  organization  man.  Hesshaimer  worked  diligently  for 
the  success  of  the  WIPA  International  show  of  1933.  Throughout  the  ’20’s  and  ’30’s  he 
contributed  the  designs  for  the  annual  “Philatelist  Day”  celebration  souvenir  cards  and 
covers. 

Earlier,  in  1919,  he  prepared  six  designs  for  a Prisoner  of  War  series  that  was  never 
issued.  Not  until  1930  did  he  achieve  success  with  the  Iceland  Millenary  series.  Oddly 
enough,  after  this  widely  acclaimed  work,  Hesshaimer  was  able  to  sell  only  the  Colombian 
air  mails  of  1932,  C96-110,  and  Liechtenstein  C7-13,  C15-16,  and  C17-23  of  1931-39-  ^ he 
latter  stamps,  C17-23,  closely  resemble  the  first  eight  essays  described  here.  Which  came 
first  is  not  known  because  the  Hesshaimer  note  does  not  date  his  work.  In  translation  he 
says : 

“Many  years  ago  the  Austrian  Airmail  Society  asked  me  to  make  some  essays.  Be- 
sides the  enclosed  8 motives  with  airplanes  and  birds,  I designed  at  the  same  time  a 


Figures  1 and  2 
(All  photos  by  Miss  Mueller) 


little  bit  larger  pages  in  gray  technic.  1 hey  were 
to  the  General  Postmaster  and  pictured  in  the 


shown  in  an  exhibit  of  the  Society 
philatelic  magazine  of  the  dealer 
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Figures  3 and  4 

Frischer.  The  gray  originals  are  still  in  Europe,  I think  with  Mr.  Sobetzky.  The 

four  landscapes  and  two  heads  were  designed  later.  They  were  never  printed.” 

It  does  seem  that  the  Austrian  essays  were  revised  for  and  accepted  by  Liechtenstein. 
At  any  rate,  they  seem  to  have  been  the  last  stamp  designs  essayed  by  Ludwig  Hesshaimer 
before  his  death  in  Brazil  in  1956  and  before  blindness  cut  short  his  career. 

The  first  group  of  eight  essays  in  the  Sobetzky  collection  feature  similar  and  sometimes 
almost  identical  motifs  of  birds  and  aircraft.  The  second  group  of  four  consists  of  land- 
scapes, while  the  last  two  are  irrelevant  sketches  of  old  men. 

Plane  and  Bird  Motifs 

All  sketches  are  on  watercolor  paper  cut  approximately  3^x3  inches.  They  were  done 
in  combinations  of  ink,  watercolor,  and  tempera.  The  colorless  letters  were  first  outlined 
in  ink  and  then  filled  in  with  white  tempera.  Clouds  were  emphasized  with  tempera.  All 

colors  are  monochromes  except  for  the  necessary  toning  which  an  engraver  would  render 
by  means  of  lines  and  dots  of  varying  depths.  The  designs  in  this  group  would  be  ideal 
for  photogravure  printing,  and  indeed,  the  closely  allied  Liechtenstein  air  mail  set  was 
printed  by  that  method. 

Fig.  I.  Deep  ultramarine;  size  70x60mm.;  subject,  birds  (geese?)  and  plane  over 
water. 

Fig.  2.  Deep  ultramarine;  size  70x60mm.;  subject,  stork  over  rooftop,  plane 
and  church  stCeple. 


Figures  5 and  <> 
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Figures  7 and  8 


Fig.  3.  Pale  blue;  size  73x64mm.;  subject,  biplane  over  mountain  landscape. 

Fig.  4.  Lemon  yellow;  size  72x63mm.;  subject,  monoplane  over  winding  river. 

Fig.  5.  Magenta;  size  72x61mm.;  subject,  eagle-like  birds  and  plane  against  a clear 
sky. 

Fig.  6.  Green;  size  68x61  mm.;  subject,  large  stork-like  birds  and  small  plane  against 
a clear  sky. 

Fig.  7.  Red  violet;  size  70x61mm.;  subject,  monoplane  over  city  rooftops  and  church 
steeple. 

Fig.  8.  Carmine;  size  70x60mm.;  subject,  large  stork-like  birds  racing  a small  plane. 


Figures  I)  and  10 
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Figures  11  and  12 


Birds  and  planes  are  overworked  motifs  for  air  post  stamps,  and  these  essays  would 
not  lighten  their  load.  Note  that  no  figures  of  value  were  included  in  these  eight  designs. 
Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  no  room  for  them. 

Landscape  Motifs 

All  sketches  are  on  watercolor  paper  cut  4^x334  inches.  They  were  done  in  com- 
binations of  pencil,  charcoal,  watercolor,  and  ink.  The  inscription  “Luftpost”  must  have 
been  an  after  thought,  as  it  was  sketched  in  ordinary  blue  and  black  ink.  Tempera  was 
used  to  emphasize  the  white  numerals,  clouds,  and  inscription  outlines.  Colors  are  difficult 
to  describe.  They  are  mostly  earth  tones  well  suited  for  line  engraving. 

Fig.  9.  Mauve;  size  6ox88mm.;  subject,  plane  over  mountain  and  river. 

Fig.  10.  Brown;  size  62x91mm.;  subject,  plane  over  church. 

Fig.  II.  Pale  green;  size  60x90mm.;  subject,  plane  over  farm. 

Fig.  12.  Gray;  size  59x90mm.;  subject,  plane  over  mountains. 

The  illustration,  Fig.  10  seems  to  be  the  best  of  the  group  except  for  the  “Luftpost.” 
Hesshaimer  conveys  the  peace  of  an  old  world  churchyard  in  this  essay.  Figure  9 has 
excellent  perspective  in  the  background  framed  by  a rhythmic  line  of  dark  trees.  The 
other.  Fig.  ii,  seems  almost  amateurish.  A farm  in  mid-ground  with  plowed  fields  in  front 
and  behind  it  is  an  awkward  subject.  The  lump  of  mountain  on  Figure  12  Is  another 
awkward,  empty  subject. 


All  sketches  in  this  group  also  are  on  watercolor  paper,  4/4x334  inches.  The  old 
peasant  men  were  done  on  a solid  black,  inked  background.  Ink  and  tempera  were  used 
for  the  rest  of  the  designs.  The  mountains  in  the  background  are  white  ink  lines  on  the 
black  background. 

Fig.  13.  Black;  size  59x87mm.;  subject,  man  facing  right. 

Fig.  14.  Black;  size  57x84mm.;  subject,  man  facing  left. 
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Figures  13  and  14 


Both  essays  show  an  unusual  treatment  of  the  motif  but  have  no  aeronautical  sijjnifi- 
cance,  even  with  a small  airplane  in  the  background. 

The  reasons  for  the  rejection  or  the  ignoring  of  all  fourteen  essays  is  not  known. 
Once  again,  Hesshaimer  failed  to  create  acceptable  stamps  for  his  native  country.  Yet  the 
essays  remain  in  aerophilatelic  hands  as  mute  testimony  to  his  efforts  and  occasional 
flashes  of  artistic  genius. 

The  assistance  of  Mr.  Henry  Kraemer  in  making  these  essays  available  is  appreciated. 


This  article  appeared  originally  in  Aero  Philatelist  Annals,  July  ig62,  from  which  it  is 
reprinted  by  permission  of  the  editor,  Henry  A1 . G oodkind. 


Footprints  of  Postman  Used  for  Swedisli  Design 

Footprints,  symbolic  of  the  postmen  who  deliver  the  mail,  provided  the  design  for 
two  1962  stamps  issued  by  Sweden  to  mark  the  centenary  of  local  mail  delivery.  Used  for 
30  ore,  violet,  and  yo  ore,  red,  stamps,  the  design  was  by  Pierre  Olofsson,  \\  ith  the 
lettering  by  Karl-Erik  Forsberg.  Czeslaw  Slania  was  the  engraver. 


Plowitz  JDosigncd  U^»  Conrt  of  Jnstic©  Stamp 

Kurt  Plowitz,  of  the  United  Nations  Graphic  Presentation  unit,  designed  the  4 cents 
and  8 cents  stamps  issued  by  the  United  Nations  Postal  Administration  in  1961  in  honor 
of  the  International  Court  of  Justice. 
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Vasco  da  Gama  Commemoratives 

The  Vignette  Name  on  the  75  Reis  Value 

By  George  W.  Caldwell 

In  1898  Portugal  issued  an  eight-value  series  of  stamps  (Scott’s  A54-61),  each  with 
its  particular  subject,  commemorating  the  fourth  centenary  of  Vasco  de  Gama’s  discovery 
of  a maritime  route  to  India. 

The  75  reis  value  depicts  a winged  female  figure  representing  an  archangel.  Opinion  is 
divided  as  to  the  name  of  this  angel,  and  the  Government  archives  contain  no  information. 
Scott  indicates  St.  Gabriel;  the  1956  Zumstein  Europe  catalog,  lists  it  as  St.  Raphael. 
Philatelic  writers  differ. 

In  the  January-April  1962  issue  of  the  Boletin  de  la  Academie  I hero- Americana  Y 
Filipina  de  History  Postal  (Bulletin  of  the  Ibero-American  & Philippine  Postal  History 
Society),  Godofredo  Ferreira  of  Lisbon,  Portugal,  discusses  this  question.  He  presents  the 
opinion  of  several  writers  and  discusses  his  own. 

Dr.  Oliveira  Marques  in  his  Historia  del  Sello  Postal,  states  the  vignette  represents 
St.  Gabriel.  He  told  Ferreira  he  based  this  on  what  he  had  always  heard.  He  also 
remarked  that  Juan  Vaz,  who  designed  this  stamp,  might  have  gotten  his  inspiration  from 
the  St.  Michael  (San  Miguel)  figure,  a detail  of  the  canvas  titled  “Juicio  Final”  (The 
Final  Judgement)  which  hangs  in  the  Lisbon  Museum  of  Ancient  Art. 

An  article  in  the  January  1896  issue  of  El  Filatelista  of  Lisbon,  discusses  essays  of  this 
issue  submitted  to  the  Organization  Committee  of  this  expedition  celebration.  Referring  to 
the  75  reis  value  it  states  the  first  sketch  (primero  piano)  depicts  St.  Raphael  standing  in 
the  hull  (sic)  of  Vasco  da  Gama’s  flagship  St.  Raphael. 

Ferreira,  commenting  on  this,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  error  in  naming  the 
Gama  ship  St.  Raphael  instead  of  St.  Gabriel,  suggests  the  further  error  in  naming  the 
winged  figure  St.  Raphael. 

J.  N.  Marden  in  the  July  1909  issue  of  the  London  Philatelist  published  by  the  Royal 
Philatelic  Society  of  London,  states  that  the  75  reis  stamp  represents  St.  Raphael.  Did 
Marden  copy  this  information  from  the  above  El  Philatelistaf  Ferreira  thought  it 
probable. 

In  his  book  Portugal:  Postage  Stamps,  1880-191 1,  the  late  Fred  J.  Melville,  well 
known  British  philatelic  writer,  describing  this  75  reis  stamp,  wrote:  “(It)  shows  a 
wfinged  figure  said  to  be  the  Archangel  Gabriel,  Patron  Saint  of  the  expedition.” 

Shown  in  the  postal  history  periodical  which  we  mentioned  previously,  are  two  halftone 
illustrations:  one  of  the  75  reis  stamp,  and  the  other  a detail  of  the  Juico  Final  painting 
including  the  St.  Michael  figure.  The  figure  on  the  stamp  and  that  on  the  painting  are 
almost  identical.  This  suggests  the  probability  that  the  designer  of  the  stamp,  Juan  Vaz, 
used  that  painting  as  his  model. 

It  probably  was  due  to  this  similarity  that  Ferreira,  in  the  closing  paragraph  of  his 
article  wrote:  “Therefore,  independently  of  wTat  subject  the  designer  had  in  mind  for 
this  stamp,  I believe  it  to  be  St.  Michael.” 

In  arriving  at  this  conclusion  Ferreira  overlooked  an  important  practice  followed  at 
times  by  artists.  The  name  of  a human  figure,  for  example,  in  the  design  often  will 
differ  from  that  of  the  model  he  used. 

Let’s  pursue  this  principle  as  to  its  possible  application  in  this  discussion.  All  design 
subjects  of  this  commemorative  series  were  closely  associated  with  the  Vasco  da  Gama 
Expedition.  The  Archangel  Gabriel  was  the  Patron  Saint  of  the  venture.  And  as  such  she 
obviously  played  an  important  psychological  role  in  the  mental  attitude  of  those  daring 
adventurers. 

Of  all  the  designs  of  this  series  there  are  only  two  which  feature  a winged  female 
figure.  One  of  these,  the  25  reis  (Scott’s  A57),  is  labeled  the  Muse  of  History  by  Scott. 
But  what  about  the  other  one,  the  75  reis. 

Based  on  these  points,  it  is  the  considered  opinion  of  this  commentator  that  the 
winged  female  figure  on  the  75  reis  value,  represents  the  Archangel  Gabriel. 
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A New  Find  In  Essays  and  Proofs 

liy  Herman  Herst,  Jr. 

It  Is  said  that  lightning  never  strikes  the  same  place  twice,  but  it  has  been  known  to 
happen.  It  has  just  happened  again. 

In  the  Spring  1962  Journal  (Vol.  19,  No.  2)  excerpts  were  published  from  my  recent 
book,  Nassau  Street,  A Quarter  Century  of  Stamp  Dealing’.  It  was  the  part  that  told 
about  the  discovery  of  a book  of  essays,  numbering  many  thousands,  which  had  been  turned 
down  by  almost  every  dealer  on  Nassau  Street  back  in  the  depression-ridden  nineteen- 
thirties’.  At  the  time,  there  was  little  interest  in  United  State  essays.  No  up  to  date 
catalogue  existed,  few  people  collected  them,  and  no  dealer  was  willing  to  gamble  the 
hundred  dollars  that  was  asked  for  the  book. 

The  owner  was  determined  not  to  take  the  book  home  with  him,  and  he  offered  it  to 
the  writer  for  $50.  It  was  bought.  Today,  of  course,  the  collection  would  be  worth 
3 fortune,  for  essays  and  proofs  have  come  into  their  own.  Through  the  years,  the 
collection  was  disposed  of  by  various  means,  and  it  returned  a substantial  profit  to  the 
writer,  as  it  turned  out. 

Such  finds  are  not  possible  today,  w’e  hear  on  all  sides.  But  the  writer  feels  that  while 
opportunities  to  buy  philatelic  material  as  reasonably  as  it  could  be  bought  in  the  depres- 
sion do  not  exist,  there  is  plenty  around  if  one  knows  where  to  look,  or  is  fortunate  enough 
to  recognize  it  when  it  comes  in. 

Silas  Marsters’  Scrap  Book 

Such  an  incident  has  happened  again.  Lightning  has  struck  twice.  And  while  the 
value  of  the  find  cannot  approach  that  of  the  earlier  find,  especially  in  the  light  of  today’s 
prices,  it  does  show  that  our  knowledge  of  pioneer  philately  is  still  being  added  to  daily. 

Silas  W.  Marsters  was  an  engraver  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  of  New 
York.  He  was  not  only  an  engraver  in  the  classic  style,  but  he  was  a sentimentalist.  He 
was  proud  of  his  work,  and  he  was  proud  of  his  affiliation  with  the  company.  When  he 
took  employment  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  on  June  30,  1863,  he  commenced  a 
scrapbook.  It  was  a huge  leather-bound  volume  and  in  it  he  mounted  an  example  of 
each  engraving  that  the  company  worked  on  during  his  period  of  employment  that  termi- 
nated on  June  30,  1869,  a period  of  six  years.  They  were  six  busy  years,  a period  during 
which  the  fine  art  of  engraving  reached  heights  never  again  attained. 

For  almost  a century,  the  Marsters  scrapbook  lay  untouched  in  a New  England  attic. 
It  came  to  light  just  a few  weeks  ago,  found  by  Silas  Marsters’  grandson,  who  recognized 
it  as  an  item  of  possible  philatelic  significance  and  value,  and  it  found  its  way  into  the 
writer’s  hands. 

The  first  page  of  his  scrapbook,  in  his  own  handwriting,  gives  the  full  story. 

Alarsters  listed  on  that  front  page  the  officers  of  the  Company,  George  W^.  Hatch, 
president;  John  E.  Gavit,  vice  president,  William  M.  Smilie,  manager,  J.  P.  Major, 
designer,  and  Bulter  Packard,  handyman.  The  firm  boasted  no  less  than  fourteen  master 
engravers,  by  name,  and  in  the  order  in  which  Marsters  listed  them,  as  follows; 

Silas  W.  Marsters 
? ? Buchanan 

? ? Costenbader 

Gideon  Mead 
? ? Cooper 

? ? Harrison 

Charles  Harrison 


? ? Cunningham 

Geo.  H.  Stayner 
Dave  Smilie 
? ? Pierce 

W.  C.  Smilie 
John  G.  Wellstood 
Peter  Hall 
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Plate  Proofs  on  India 

It  is  a pity  that  Marsters  did  not  follow  through  with  his  intention  to  identify  each  of 
the  thousand  or  more  items  in  the  book  by  the  engraver  of  each  one.  For  weeks  or  months 
he  kept  the  record,  but  while  he  continued  to  mount  each  example  of  engraving  in  the  book, 
he  soon  discontinued  the  code  he  had  set  up  in  the  beginning  of  the  book  by  which  each 
stamp  could  be  traced  to  its  author. 

The  American  Bank  Note  Company,  of  course,  did  much  more  than  engrave  stamps 
during  this  period.  The  number  of  stamp  proofs,  all  plate  proofs  on  India,  numbered  only 
240  different  items  and  the  majority  of  them  are  other  than  United  States.  But  they  do  in- 
clude proofs  well  known  to  collectors,  such  as  the  stamps  for  the  Great  Central  Sanitary 
Fair,  the  5c  New  York  Postmaster,  and  a fair  number  of  essays,  including  some  not  found 
in  the  B razer  book.  There  were  several  essays  for  revenue  stamps,  as  well  as  a set  of 
stamps  issued  for  revenue  purposes  by  the  State  of  Alabama. 

But  the  American  Bank  Note  Company’s  work  on  British  North  American  stamps 
was  considerably  more  expensive.  Included  were  all  of  the  stamps  from  New  Brunswick, 
including  the  famed  5c  Connell,  here  in  a proof  on  India  in  the  issued  color.  There  are 
several  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  quite  a number  of  the  pence 
issues  of  Canada.  There  are  a good  number  of  the  first  issue  of  Canadian  revenues,  in- 
cluding the  high  valued  bicoloreds,  and  several  of  these  exist  in  trial  colors  as  well.  Of 
Newfoundland,  there  are  about  thirty  examples,  of  which  ten  are  different. 

Many  Issues  for  Latin  America 

But  the  greatest  number  of  stamps  are  those  issued  for  Latin  American  countries,  and 
they  include  essays  as  well  as  proofs,  and  several  stamps  issued  for  fiscal  purposes. 
Virtually  every  independent  country  is  represented:  Mexico,  Costa  Rica,  Peru,  Nicaragua, 
Chile,  Brazil,  Argentina,  to  name  but  a few. 

Although  not  nearly  as  popular  or  saleable  as  the  philatelic  part  of  the  scrapbook,  the 
accumulation  of  currency  proofs  and  essays  is  of  great  interest.  The  Company,  then 
located  at  142  Broadway,  New  York,  was  not  averse  to  doing  business  with  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  despite  the  fact  that  a fearful  conflict  was  then  raging.  It  provided  the 
bonds  issued  by  the  Confederacy  under  the  “loan  of  fifteen  millions  under  Act  of  Congress 
to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  Government  and  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.”  The  proof  on  India  paper  of  the  engraving  that  formed 
the  body  of  the  bond  is  in  the  scrapbook. 

The  Bank  Note  Company  also  engraved  the  fractional  currency  for  the  United  States 
of  America.  Present  in  the  book  is  not  only  a proof  on  India  of  the  ten  cent  bill  picturing 
Columbia,  but  there  is  also  an  unfinished  proof  in  the  same  design,  with  the  head  com- 
plete, and  the  wording  only  sketchily  drawn  in. 

Curreaicy  for  Private  Banks 

Currency  for  private  banks  over  the  entire  nation  was  done  by  the  Company.  The 
manner  in  which  the  bills  were  engraved  can  easily  be  seen.  There  are  dozens  of  examples 
of  elaborately  engraved  names  of  cities,  from  Albany,  N.  Y.  to  Zanesville,  O.  There  are 
dozens  of  examples  of  bank  names,  running  the  gamut  from  the  First  to  the  Tenth 
National  Bank,  as  well  as  the  Exchange  Bank,  the  Planters  Bank,  and  the  Merchants 
Bank.  Additional  examples  of  engravings  covered  every  round  sum  from  $1.  to  $i,000. 
There  were  literally  hundreds  of  stock  designs,  engravings  of  men,  women,  animals, 
patriotic  symbols,  farm  implements  and  ships  and  trains.  There  were  many  engravings  of 
the  different  wordings  found  on  currency. 

When  an  order  for  currency  came  in,  the  Company  could  turn  to  its  files.  M ithin 
minutes  it  could  come  up  with  a complete  design  for  any  desired  bill  simply  by  combining 
a bank  name  with  its  city,  the  denomination,  the  designs  sought,  and  the  proper  wording. 
3'here  are  any  number  of  bills,  both  completed  and  incomplete. 
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Street  Car  stitidl  Ferry  Xielkets 

Tile  American  Bank  Note  Company  turned  out  street  car  tickets  and  ferry  tickets. 
I he  St.  Louis  Railroad  Co.  showed  one  of  its  horse  cars  for  its  Bremen  and  Arsenal  route 
on  one  ticket,  present  in  the  scrapbook  in  the  several  colors  of  which  proofs  were  made. 
I he  Jersey  City  berry  ticket  shows  a surprisingly  modern  looking  ferry,  entering  its  slip. 
The  Canal  and  Claiborne  Street  Railroad  Co.  of  New  Orleans  pictured  one  of  its  street- 
cars, which,  without  the  horses,  looks  very  much  like  a fairly  modern  trolley,  although  it 
could  not  have  been  electric  in  this  period. 


The  City  Passenger  Railroad  Co.,  with  offices  at  4th  and  Main  (city  unknown  to  this 
writer)  showed  its  “Brighton  Line”  horsecar,  bore  the  inscription  “Central  Avenue  and 
John  Street”  as  well  as  the  enigmatic  slogan,  “red  cars,  red  light”  which  some  street-car 
fancier  might  be  able  to  explain. 


Stationery  for  Varioias  Goverirnient  IBodies 

T he  Company  did  beautiful  engraved  stationery  for  many  cities,  states  and  even  the 
Federal  Government.  Among  its  clients  for  the  latter  was  the  War  Department. 

The  company  was  engaged  in  a never-ceasing  war  with  counterfeiters  and  plotters 
who  were  faking  its  product.  One  magnificently  engraved  specimen,  of  heroic  size,  on 
India  paper,  read: 

“No  want  has  been  more  fully  recognized  by  the  Banking  Community  than 
a method  of  rendering  permanent  the  ordinary  writing  inks  so  as  to  defy  altera- 
tions by  Chemical  agents,  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  confidence  this  Company 
direct  with  your  attention  to  the  specimen  of  paper  enclosed. 

“It  h as  been  so  prepared  that  one  half  the  line  of  writing  will  be  removed 
on  application  of  an  Acid  as  on  ordinary  paper,  while  the  remaining  half  will  be 
permanently  fixed  and  proclaim  the  attempt  at  removal.” 

A similar  item  is  an  engraved  sheet  which  reads: 

“specimen  of  prepared  paper,  by  which  writing  in  ordinary  inks  is  rendered 
permanent  thereby  securing  Drafts,  Checks,  Bills  of  Exchange  etc  etc  from 
fraudulent  alterations  by  Chemical  Agents.” 

Eegiraviitigs  on  Variouas  Subjects 

The  A.  B.  C.  turned  out  many  hundreds  of  engravings  on  various  subjects.  A set  of 
sunken  die  proofs,  each  about  four  by  six  inches,  shows  several  dozen  different  animals 
peculiar  to  this  country,  including  the  bear,  eagle,  beaver,  bison,  horse,  with  numerous  addi- 
tional examples  of  birds  and  beasts.  A similar  series  shows  plants,  trees  and  flowers. 

Another  series  pictures  generals  of  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War,  while  still 
another  show's  famous  battles  of  the  war.  All  of  these  are  of  similar  size,  and  die  sunk. 
C^ne  series  shows  soldiers  engaged  in  various  non-military  activities,  such  as  singing  around 
a campfire,  lined  up  for  food,  writing  letters  home,  and  idling  in  front  of  tents.  Another 
series  pictures  naval  vessels,  from  frigates  to  gunboats,  while  still  another  shows  ^Mississippi 
River  sternwheelers,  laden  with  cotton.  The  company  must  have  kept  Its  engravers 
pretty  busy  in  this  period. 

The  scenes  were  not  necessarily  confined  to  American  view's.  An  engraving  of  Hali- 
fax harbor  lies  alongside  one  of  a small  boat  of  seal  fishermen  being  attacked  by  a po  ar 
bear  that  Is  tipping  the  boat.  Most  of  the  engravings  are  untitled,  although  a few  do 
bear  titles.  One  familiar  view  that  gladdened  the  heart  of  the  author  is  an  engraving  of 
the  Hudson  Highlands  with  the  Hudson  River  below,  unquestionably  taken  from  a photo 
of  a spot  not  five  miles  from  Shrub  Oak,  which  has  changed  little  In  the  ten  decades  since  it 

was  engraved. 
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Declaration  of  Independence  in  Gold 

One  of  the  most  magnificent  examples  of  fine  engravings  is  an  elaborate  proof  printed 
in  gold  ink  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Not  a word  of  it  can  be  read  with  the 
naked  eye,  but  under  a strong  glass,  every  word  is  discernible,  written  in  a perfect 
Spencerian  script.  Not  content  with  that,  the  wording  is  surrounded  by  fifteen  tiny  circles, 
the  two  at  the  top  containing  the  heads  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  the  other 
thirteen  the  coats  of  arms  of  each  of  the  original  thirteen  colonies.  When  it  is  realized 
that  the  overall  dimensions  of  the  entire  card  is  only  inches  by  3^4  inches,  the  tremen- 
dous task  of  engraving  can  be  envisaged ; the  Declaration  of  Independence  alone  is  two  and 
one-half  inches  in  width! 


Marsters  apparently  went  into  the  engraving  business  for  himself  when  his  six  year 
contract  with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  terminated.  He  placed  his  beautifully 
engraved  business  card  at  the  back  of  the  book,  reading: 

STEVENSON  & MARSTERS 
STATIONERS  & PRACTICAL  ENGRAVERS 
7 MYRTLE  AVENUE,  nr.  City  Hall 
Brooklyn. 

Surmounting  the  business  card  was  a beautifully  engraved  fish,  which  one  might  think 
was  intended  only  as  a sample  of  his  workmanship,  or  perhaps  evidence  of  a hobby,  until 
we  come  across  an  almost  exactly  similar  card,  again  bearing  the  fish,  but  reading 

MARSTERS  BROTHERS 
SPORTMEN’S  DEPOT 
26  Court  St.,  Brooklyn, 

All  kinds  of  fishing  tackle. 

Perhaps  Silas  Marsters  had  two  brothers,  engaged  in  the  fishing  tackle  business,  for 
whom  he  made  a business  card,  using  on  it  the  same  fish  that  he  had  placed  on  his  own  card. 
In  any  event,  we  know  that  if  he  did  leave  the  engraving  business,  it  was  not  for  long.  An 
ordinary  business  envelope  also  lies  at  the  back  of  the  book.  Not  engraved  but  job  printed, 
it  pictures  a large  ledger  book,  with  the  great  amount  of  wording  characteristic  of  com- 
mercial envelopes  of  the  i88o’s: 

STEVENSON  AND  MARSTERS 
ENGRAVERS  AND  STATIONERS  AND  PRINTERS 
391  FULTON  STREET,  BROOKLYN. 

, SILAS  W.  MARSTERS  — ALLAN  STEVENSON 
LARGEST  ASSORTMENT  OF  BLANK  BOOKS  IN  THE  CITY. 

ESTABLISHED  1869  TELEPHONE  BROOKLYN  255 
RUBBER  STAMPS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION; 

WEDDING  INVITATIONS  BY  PRACTICAL  ENGRAVERS. 

Although  the  envelope  is  undated,  its  appearance,  and  the  mention  of  a telephone,  then 
still  a novelty,  would  indicate  that  it  was  printed  sometime  during  the  Eighteen-Eighties. 
The  envelope  also  gives  us  the  clue  as  to  why  Marsters  left  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  It  was  to  go  into  business  for  himself. 

Of  no  philatelic  interest  or  value,  another  scrapbook  turned  up  in  the  New  England 
attic,  a large  collection  of  greeting  cards,  wedding  invitations,  death  notices,  and  other 
social  forms,  all  the  actual  proofs,  representing  business  done  by  The  American  Bank  Note 
Company  during  the  six  years  of  Marsters’  service. 
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The  Essay«»Proof  Society  Catalog  of 

Britisli  Nor  til  America 
Essays  and  Proofs 

By  the  Cataloj*  Committee 
Kenneth  Minuse,  Chairman 

All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue, 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  PX  for  Progressive  Die  Proof,  plus  a 
capital  letter  for  each  design  and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  76,  p.  148. 


Color  numbers  are  from  Color  Standards  and  N omenclature  by  Robert  Ridgway. 

All  items  listed  in  this  catalog  will  have  been  seen  by  someone  on  the  Catalog  Com- 
mittee or  by  some  other  competent  authority.  At  the  end  of  the  listings  for  each  country 
will  be  found  a description  of  any  items  that  may  have  become  connected  with  that  country 
but  for  various  reasons  have  been  omitted  from  this  catalog.  If  convincing  evidence  is 
submitted  to  justify  their  listing,  this  wdll  be  done  at  a later  date.  On  completion  of  this 
present  undertaking,  it  is  planned  to  issue  addenda  as  new  material  is  seen. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

1 —  die  impression,  large  margins 

2 —  die  impression,  small  margins 

3 —  plate  impression  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  impression  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  impression  on  stamp  paper, 
imperforate 

6 —  plate  impression  on  stamp  paper, 
perforated 

7 —  plate  impression  on  experimental  paper 
— plate  impression  from  American  Bank 

Note  Co.  trade  sample  sheet 
9 — plate  impression  from  British  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  trade  sample  sheet 

r. — right 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 
P — Proof 

PX — Progressive  Die  Proof 

TC — Trial  Color  Proof 

S-— Specimen 

V. — vertical  reading  up 

h. — horizontal 

(I. — diagonal 

t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 


Province  of  Canada 

(Continued  from  JOURXAE  No.  7 6, 
page  154.) 

Note: — The  following  paragraph: 
“These  so  called.  Trade  Sample  Sheets 
come  in  over  100  different  colors  and  on 
many  different  papers.  Most  of  these 
sheets  have  been  cut  apart  and  whole 
sheets  are  quite  rare”,  which  appears 
under  7TC3  10  pence  on  page  15  2 
JOURXAD  No.  7 6,  should  have  appeared 
on  page  153  under  Fig.  1 in  the  same 
JOrRXAL. 


By  Rawdoii,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edsoii, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


1857. 

8P3.  Pence. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dim  deep  red  (li/D 
dim  deep  orange-red  (3i/l) 
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8P8S-Avr.  % Pence. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dim  deep  orange-red  (3i/l)  with 
vertical  “Specimen”  at  right  in 
dark  green 

dim  deep  red  (li/1)  with  vertical 
“Specimen”  at  right  in  deep  red. 


8TC3.  Yz  Pence. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  red  (li/0) 
dim  dark  red  (lk/1) 
deep  yellow-orange  (15i/0) 
dusky  dark  green  (35m/0) 
dim  deep  violet-red  (71i/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 


8TC3S-Avr.  Pence. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
dull  dark  violet-red  (71k/2)  with 
vertical  “Specimen”  at  right  in 
deep  red 

dim  dusky  yellow-orange  (17m/ 2) 
with  vertical  “Specimen”  at  right 
in  deep  red 

slate-black  (71o/5)  with  vertical 
“Specimen”  at  right  in  deep  black 


By  The  American  Bank  Note  Cd.,  New 
A"ork,  N.  Y. 

Prior  to  1870,  j)robably  1868. 


8TC8.  % Pence. 

Trial  color  plate  proofs  cut  from 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Trade  Sample  Sheets  (see  Fig.  1, 
page  JOURNAL  No.  7 6,  page  153) 

a.  Engraved  plate  proof  on  white  bond 
paper  .005"  thick, 
dim  pale  pink  (3d/l) 
violet-brown  ( 5-/  3 ) 
dim  dark  orange-red  (5k/l) 
dark  yellow-green  (3  5k/0) 
dark  green  (35k/l) 
dim  dark  blue-green  (37k/l) 
dim  dark  yellow-green  (3 lk/1) 
dim  dusky  blue-green  (37m/l) 
dark  green-blue  (45m/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 
aa.  Engraved  on  white  bond  paper 
.005"  thick,  imperf.  gummed, 
dim  dark  brown-red  (lk/1) 
dull  dark  blue  (49m/2) 
dim  dark  orange-red  (5k/l) 
black  (69o/5) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 
c.  Engraved  on  v.  faint  orange-yellow 
soft  wove  paper.  .0025"  thick, 
dim  pale  pink  (3d/l) 
dim  V.  light  pink  (lc/1) 
dull  pale  pink  (5d/2) 
dull  brown-red  (3-/2) 
deep  orange-red  (3i/l) 
dull  deep  red-brown  (5i/2) 
very  faint  pink  (5a/ 2) 
dim  orange-red  (5j/l) 


dusky  violet-brown  (5-/3) 

dusky  deep  violet-brown  (5h/2) 

dusky  brown  (5n/3) 

very  dusky  violet-brown  (9-/3) 

deep  orange  (lli/0) 

very  dim  orange-pink  (lla/1) 

deep  gray  (15i/5) 

deep  orange-yellow  (15i/3) 

dull  deep  gray-brown  (17i/3) 

dull  gray-brown  (17-/3) 

dull  olive-brown,  dusky  yellow- 

orange  shades  (brown)  (17m/l) 

(17i/2) 

dark  olive  green  (19k/0) 
dull  orange-yellow  (19i/2) 
olive-gray  23b/5) 
pale  grayish  green  (29d/4) 
dim  dark  yellow-green  (3 lk/1) 
light  yellowish  green  (33b/4) 
drab  dark  gray-green  (35h/5) 
dark  grayish  green  (35-/5) 
dull  dark  green-blue  (45k/2) 
dull  deep  green-blue  (45i/2) 
green-blue  slate  (45i/4) 
dull  dark  violet  (55m/2) 
slate  violet  (61-/3) 
dusky  red-violet  (6  3i/3) 
light  violet  gray  (65b/4) 
deep  slate-brown  (69k/4) 
dark  violet-gray  (69-/4) 
light  violet-red  (lilac)  (69b/3) 
dull  dark  purple  (69k/3) 
f.  Engraved  on  vertical  laid  paper 
.006"  thick,  10  lines  to  10mm 
stamp  size,  light  gum. 
black  (690/5) 


8TC'9.  % Pence. 

Finished  proofs  cut  from  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Trade  Sample  Sheets  (see  Fig.  1, 
page  JOURNAL  No.  7 6,  page  153) 

b.  Engraved  on  hard  white  wove 
paper  .005"  thick,  perf.  12 
gummed. 

pale  rose  (3b/0) 

dim  dusky  yellow-orange  (brown) 
( 1 3 m / 1 ) 

dark  yellow-brown  (17k/0) 
dusky  yellow-brown  (17m/0) 
yellow  (23-/0) 

dark  yellowish  green  (33m/l) 
dark  green  (35k/0) 
dim  dark  green  (35m/l) 
dim  dark  blue-green  (37k/l) 
dim  dusky  blue  (48m/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

c.  Engraved  on  dull  green-blue  chemi- 
cal wove  paper,  perf.  12. 

deep  orange  (lli/0) 

(1.  Engraved  on  white  bond  paper 
.008"  thick,  perf.  12.  light  gum. 
dim  dusty  blue  (48m/l) 
c.  Engraved  on  dull  light  blue  wove 
paper,  perf.  12,  brown  gum. 
dark  green  (35k/l) 
black  (690/5) 
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1.  Lithographed  on  faint  orange- 
yellow  soft  wove  paper  .003"  thick 
perf.  12. 
deep  red  (li/0) 
dusky  red-brown  (lm/1) 

111,  Lithographed  on  white  wove  paper 
.0035"  thick,  perf.  12,  gummed, 
dark  brown-red  (lk/1) 

By  Anierioan  Bank  Note  Co.  N.  Y. 


9E 

Vignette  with  oval  lettered 
“SIX  PENCE  STERLING” 


t)E  7 Pence. 

a.  On  India  paper,  die  sunk  on  card, 
dim  blue-green  (37m/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 


1879? 

g.  Small  die  essay  on  white  soft  wove 
paper  .003"  thick,  about  26  x 33mm 
on  card  about  3 2 x 4 0mm  with 
cross  hatching  about  design  (Good- 
all  ) 

dim  dark  orange  red  (5k/l) 
dull  brown  (15m/ 2) 
dim  blue-green  (37m/l) 
dull  green-blue  (4 3m/ 2) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 


By  BaAvdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


18.')7. 

9P;?.  7^^  Pence. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dim  dark  green  (35m/l) 
dim  blue-green  (37m/l) 
light  green  (35d/0) 


9TC«.  7^^  Pence. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  yellow-orange  (15i/0) 
deep  olive-gray  (17o/5) 
light  yellow  (23b/0) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

9TC8S-Avr.  lYz  Pence. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
slate-black  (71o/5)  with  vertical 
“Specimen”  at  right  in  deep  red. 


9T(RS-Bd.  lYz  Pence. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
black  (69o/5)  with  diagonal 
“Specimen”  in  red. 

By  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  and  Co.,  Lon- 
don, England. 


1857? 


13E-A. 

Viking’s  Head. 

13E-A.  (>  Pence. 

Essay. 

c.  On  white  wove  paper  .004"  thick, 
deep  orange-red  (5i/0) 
dim  deep  orange  (llk/1) 
dim  dark  green  (35m/l) 
dusky  blue-green  (37m/0) 
dim  dark  red-violet,  shades, 
(63k/l)  (65k/l) 

e.  On  white  card  .009"  thick, 
dim  dark  red-violet  (63k/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

f.  Lithographed  on  dull  v.  faint 
orange-yellow  wove  paper  .00  4" 
thick,  dusky  dark  blue  (48m/l) 


By  American  Bank  Note  ('o.,  N.  ^ . 

1879? 

14TC2.  1 Cent. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
g On  soft  white  wove  paper  .003" 
thick,  about  26  x 31mm  on  card 
about  32  X 38mm  with  cross  hatch- 
ing outside  design  (Goodall) 


42 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  77 


dim  dark  orange  red  (5k/l) 
dull  brown  (15m/l) 
dim  blue-green  (37m/l) 
dull  green-blue  (45m/2) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

18o9. 

14P3.  1 Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  India. 

dark  brown  red  shades  (lk/1) 

(lh/1) 

14TC3.  1 Cent. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
dim  deep  yellow-orange  (13i/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

14P3S-Bd.  1 Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dark  brown  red  (lk/1)  with  dia- 
gonal “Specimen”  in  deep  red. 

14P3S-Avr.  1 Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dark  brown-red  (lk/1)  with  verti- 
cal “Specimen”  at  right  in  black. 

14TC3S-Chb.  1 Cent. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  yellow-orange  (13i/0)  with 
horizontal  “Specimen”  in  dark  red. 
(This  is  handstamped  and  exists 
only  one  overprint  in  a block  of 
four.  Three  other  proofs  are  with- 
out overprint.) 

14P5.  1 Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  wove  paper  .004" 

thick,  imperf. 

dark  brown-red  (lk/1) 

1879? 

15TC2.  5 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
g.  On  white  soft  wove  paper.  .003" 
thick,  about  31  x 23mm  on  card 
about  35  X 26mm  (Goodall) 
dim  dark  orange  red  (5k/l) 
dull  brown  (15m/l) 
dim  blue-green  (37m/l) 
dull  green-blue  (45m/2) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

1859. 

1.5P3.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  orange-red  (5i/0) 

1.5P3S-Ahb.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  orange-red  (5i/0)  with  hori- 
zontal “Specimen”  at  bottom  in 
black. 


l,5P3S-Hd.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  orange-red  (5i/0)  with  dia- 
gonal “Specimen”  in  deep  red. 


15TC3.  5 Cents. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  India, 
deep  yellow-orange  (13i/0) 
black  (69o/5) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

16TC2.  10  Cents. 

1859 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  On  India. 

dusky  orange-brown  (llm/0) 
dim  dark  green  (35m/l) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

These  were  probably  cut  from 
the  compound  die. 

d.  On  grayish  thin  bond  paper  .003" 
thick. 

blackish  brown  (9m/4) 
dull  dark  blue-green  (45m/3) 
dark  violet-brown  (69m/3) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 
black  (690/5) 

e.  On  laid  paper, 
black  (690/5) 

1879? 

g.  On  soft  white  wove  paper  .003" 
thick,  about  23  x 31mm  on  card 
about  29  X 33mm  (Goodall) 
dim  dark  orange  red  (5k/l) 
dull  brown  (15m/l) 
dim  blue-green  (37m/l) 
dull  green-blue  (45m/2) 
slate-black  (71o/5) 

1859. 

17P3.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dull  violet-black  (63m/3) 

1864? 

16P  and  3P.  12  Pence  and  10  Cents. 

Compound  die,  see  illustration  and 
listing  in  JOURNAL  No.  7 6,  page 
151 

The  10  cent  impression  is  14mm  to 
the  left. 


1859. 

16P3.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dusky  yellow-brown  (17m/ 3 ) 

16P3S-Avr.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dusky  yellow-brown  (17m/3)  with 
vertical  “Specimen”  at  right  in 
dark  red. 

16P3S-Rd.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India, 
dusky  yellow-brown  (17m/3)  with 
diagonal  “Specimen”  in  dark  red. 
dusky  yellow-brown  (17m/3)  with 
diagonal  “Specimen”  dusky  pur- 
plish gray 

dusky  yellow-brown  (17m/3)  with 
diagonal  “Specimen”  in  black. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  77 


43 


Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y.,  for  sales  of  British 
North  America  essays  and  proofs, 

Falk  Finkelburg,  114-93  226  St.  Cambria  Heights  11,  New  York,  N.  Y.  for  sales 
of  United  States  essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 
The  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  catalog  ab- 
breviations. See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S.  essay 
numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U,  S.  Stamps  and  its  addenda. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 


By  Falk  Finkelburg 

H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y’^.  Sale  of  Oct.  2,  3,  1962. 

United  States 

1881-2  Ic  gray-blue,  punched  with  eight  small  holes,  Fletcher  patent.  206b  13.00 

H.  R.  Manner  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sales  of  Oct.  22,  23,  1962. 

United  States 

1870  10c  brown,  plate  proof  on  India,  bottom  block  of  12,  with  imprint  and 

No.  18,  slight  tear  150P3  21.00 

1890  4c  dark  brown,  plate  proof  on  India  bottom  block  of  12,  No.  53  222P3  77.50 
1894  2.00  and  5.00  dark  blue  and  dark  green,  plate  proofs  on  card,  sheet 

margins  at  top  262P,  263P4  22.00 

John  A.  Fox,  New  York,  Sale  Dec.  7,  1962. 

1881  Ic  gray-blue  punched  with  eight  small  holes,  Fletcher  patent  . .206B  23.00 

Ic  red,  die  proof  of  Excelsior  Match  Co R081P1  20.00 

H.  R.  Manner  Inc.,  New  Y^ork,  N.  Y.  Sales  of  Dec.  17,  18,  19,  1962. 

United  States 

1861  Ic  to  90c  complete  set,  plate  proofs  on  India  first  design  . . . .55-62P3  190.00 

1893  Ic  to  |5  Columbians,  small  die  proofs  on  gray  card  backing  230-245P2  160.00 

1894  Ic  to  $5  complete  set,  large  die  proofs  die  sunk  on  card  . .246-263P1  105.00 

Ic  to  $5  complete  set,  small  die  proofs  on  gray  card ?n?'onnSo  annn 

1901  Ic  to  10c  Pan-American,  small  die  proofs  on  gray  card  . . . .294-299P2  ou.uu 

1902-03  Ic  green,  large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card 300P1  125.00 


Robert 

A.  Siegel,  New  A"ork,  N.  Y.,  Sale  of 

Mar.  6,  1963. 

Large  Die 

l*roofs. 

IPl 

87.50 

1847 

2P1 

105.00 

10c  blaoK  on  Dona  papei  

2TC1 

52.00 

77P1 

105.00 

1 8 b b 

222P1 

37.50 

18  9 0 

245P1 

52.50 

1893 

12.50 

189  4 

55.00 

1898 

280.00 

1909 

62.00 

19  22 
1938 

....  unlisted  240.00 
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l*late  Proofs 


1866  15c  blue,  a pair  on  India  77TC3 

15c  a set  of  5 Atlantas  in  blocks  of  4 on  card 77TC4 

1869  90c  carmine  & black  on  India,  a block  of  4 tiny  thin 122P3 

90c  carmine  & black  on  card,  inverted  center  122aP4 

1870  6c  carmine  on  India,  block  of  4 * 148P3 

1873  6c  black  on  India,  block  of  4 159TC3 

1893  lc-$2  complete  set  Trans-Mississippi,  small  dies  285-293TC2 

Kssays 

1869  30c  brown-violet,  block  of  4 121E-CK 


30c  brown-violet  with  bands  of  red  at  top  and  bottom  . . . .121E-CO 
Harmcr,  Rooke  & Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Sale  of  March  7,  1963 

1869  Essays 


Ic  black,  large  die  essay,  thin  (40x43)  Br.  112E-Db 

3c  dull  orange,  large  die  essay  (50x45)  Br.  114E-Cc 

3c  blue,  plate  essays,  block  of  4,  perfs  touch  2 top  pairs  Br.  114E-Ch 

5c  dull  red-brown,  large  die  essay  (4 5x4 7mm)  Br.  115 A E-F 

5c  plate  essay  on  stamp  paper,  imperf.  6 different  . . . . Br.  115aE-Fc 

5c  orange,  plate  essay  on  stamp  paper,  perf Br.  115aE-Fd 

10c  orange,  plate  essay  on  stamp  paper,  perf 116E-Dk 

24c  plate  essay  on  dull  yellowish  tinted  paper Br.  120E-Cc 

30c  plate  essay  on  India,  perf.  and  gummed  Br.  121E-Cj 

9 0c  black,  plate  essay  on  stamp  paper,  black  vignette,  pale  orange 

frame  Br.  122E-Cc 

9 0c  plate  essay  on  stamp  paper,  dull  violet  frame Br.  12  2E-Cc 

Proofs 

Ic  to  90c  plate  proofs  on  card  112-122P4 

12c  green,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 117P3 

90c  carmine  & black  122P3 

24c,  15c  inverted  centers  120Pa4,  129Pa4 


IBritisli  Nortli  America 


By  Kenneth  Miniise 

H.  R.  Harmer  Ltd.,  London,  Eng.,  Sale  of  Dee.  4-6,  1963. 

Canada 

18  64?  12p  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  with  large  margins  printed  from  the 
scarred  die  ‘3P2 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  New  York,  Sale  of  Jan.  28,  1963. 

J.  Arthur  Singmaster  Collection 


(Canada 


Bradbury,  AVTlkinson  & Co.  Engraved  plate  essays 


Victoria  Head 

Ip  black,  plate  essay  on  card 

Ip  Blue  plate  essay  on  card 

Ip  green,  plate  essay  on  card  

Ip  brown,  plate  essay  on  card  

Ip  violet,  plate  essay  on  card  


22E-A 
2 2'E-J 
22K-A 
2 2K-A 
2 2E-J 


Viking  Head 

6p  violet,  plate  essay  on  card 


13E-; 


Colony  of  ('anada 

Ip  green,  plate  essay  on  card  

Ip  brown,  plate  essay  on  card  


1E-; 

lE- 


24.00 

155.00 

105.00 

140.00 

14.00 

21.00 

190.00 


38.00 

38.00 


80.00 

110.00 

13.00 
105.00 

33.00 

12.00 

15.50 

13.50 
20.00 

15.50 
15.00 


35.00 
9.50 

28.00 
200.00 


117.60 


38.00 

38.00 

36.00 
36.00 
3 6.00 


60.00 


82.50 

60.00 


(Continued  on  page  48) 
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Call  for  Aeeeal  Meeting 

As  directed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  I hereby  call  the  Annual  Meeting  or  Conven- 
tion of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By-Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1963  shall  he  held  at  the  Hotel  Robert  Treat,  Newark,  New 
Jersey  on  September  21,  1963,  at  a time  and  place  to  be  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  in  the 
lobby  of  the  hotel,  and  will  he  in  session  until  all  business  which  may  lawfully  come  before 
the  meeting  shall  have  been  transacted.  The  meeting  may  be  recessed  for  such  periods  as 
may  be  deemed  advisable  during  its  continuance. 

The  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire,  and  such  other  business 
as  is  provided  for  in  Article  III  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws,  shall  constitute  the  Agenda. 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary. 


Secretary’s  Report 

By  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 

998  Palmer,  Mrs.  Emma  R.,  3 Goodrich  Road,  Annapolis,  Md. 

999  Vooys,  Daniel  W.,  P.  O.  Box  237  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

1000  Reinis,  Mrs.  Patricia  A.,  50  Court  Street,  Brooklyn  i,  N.  Y. 

1001  Firth,  L.  Gerald,  5229  Westminster  Place,  Pittsburgh  32,  Pa. 

1002  Limbert,  Jack  L.,  806  East  13  Street,  Muncie,  Ind. 

1003  Jocobs,  Arthur  G.,  34  Barbara  Road,  Dumont,  N.  J. 

1004  Kantor,  Alvin  R.,  1088  Bluff  Road,  Glencoe,  111. 

1005  Pratt,  Col.  Robert  H.,  7912  W.  Beach  Road,  Milwaukee  17,  Wise. 

Applications  Received 

1006  Morgan,  Richard  H.,  P.  O.  Box  126,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

(U.  S.  1861-67)  by  Falk  Finkelburg. 

1007  Horton,  Graham  Butler,  Old  Bakehouse,  Stanton,  nr.  Broadway,  Worcs.,  England. 

(Great  Britain)  by  Marcus  Samuel. 

1008  De  Genring,  Walter  C.  Jr.,  2333  Lancaster  Ave.,  Baldwin,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

(U.  S.  1869  Issue)  by  Kenneth  Minuse. 

1009  Deutsch,  Nathan  H.,  6 Lahey  St.,  New  Hyde  Park,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

(Dealer)  by  Mrs.  Rae  Ehrenberg. 

1010  Lobdell,  Dr.  David  H.,  25  Cartright  St.,  Bridgeport  4,  Conn.  (U.  S.  War  Dept.)  by  Mrs. 

Rae  Ehrenberg. 

Change  of  Address 

887  Pollitz,  W.  T.,  to  40  Court  Street,  Boston  8,  Mass. 

C14  Holton,  Robert,  to  96  Forest  Way,  Essex  Fells,  N.  J. 

742  Plass,  R.  J.  to  4950  Bellaire  Ave.,  North  Hollywood,  Calif. 

625  Hicks,  Dr.  Henry  D.,  to  6446  Coburg  Road,  Halifax,  N.  S.  Canada. 

Harrison,  William  J.,  to  1203  B.  Troy  Towers,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 

Deceased 

C70  Deats,  Hiram  E. 

Kiinineration  of  3Iembershii) 

Members  reported  in  Journal  No.  76  - 

Gains  

Losses  

Net  membership  in  this  Journal  No.  77 
Non-member  Subscribers  


247 

8 

I 

254 

16 


46 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  77 


Essays  Proof  Society  Night 
At  the  Collectors  Club 

On  March  6 the  Collectors  Club  meeting  was  devoted  to  a display  by  the  Essay-Proof 
Society  members,  their  exhibits  filling  all  of  the  wall  frames  in  the  meeting  room. 

John  Boker,  President  of  the  Collectors  Club,  welcomed  a fine  turnout  of  members, 
spoke  a few  words  about  essays  and  proofs,  then  turned  the  meeting  over  to  Joseph  G. 
Reinis,  first  vice-president  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  who,  after  a few  appropriate 
remarks,  started  the  program  with  a description  of  his  own  exhibit. 

Joseph  G.  Reinis — This  exhibit  displayed  numerous  stamps  that  were  either  created,  in 
part,  using  identical  banknote  dies  or  whose  designs  were  copied  directly  from  banknote 
engravings. 

Included  with  the  well  known  designs  of  the  issues  of  1847,  1851  and  the  “Black  Jack” 
of  1863  were  a number  of  the  issues  of  private  posts.  Some  of  these  stamps  that  were 
composed  using  existing  banknote  dies  are  listed  here. 

Pomeroy  & Co. — 5c  black  on  yellow,  paper  colored  through,  used  on  cover.  This 
stamp  is  listed  in  Scott’s  catalog  as  not  having  been  issued. 

American  Letter  Mail  Co. — Both  adhesives  of  this  post  were  shown  by  copies  tied  to 
cover  with  company  handstamp. 

Jones  City  Express — This  stamp  used  the  same  engraved  vignette  as  did  the  stamp  of 
the  United  States  City  Despatch  Post.  Both  stamps  were  illustrated  with  copies  used  on 
covers. 

The  stamps  of  the  Metropolitan  Errand  and  Carrier  Express  Co.,  Blood’s  Penny  Post 
and  the  Letter  Express  were  also  part  of  the  exhibit. 

Julian  Gros — This  exhibit  was  a magnificent  showing  of  the  United  States  Columbian 
Issue  of  1893  that  included  vignettes,  large  and  small  die  proofs  and  trial  colors,  printed 
on  both  India  paper  and  cardboard.  Before  explaining  the  Columbian  items,  Mr.  Gros 
showed  and  talked  about  some  of  the  Presentation  Books  of  essays  and  proofs.  These 
included  the  one  made  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  about  1873,  containing  large  die 
proofs  of  the  entire  1873  issue  and  all  the  Departmental  issues.  Also  shown  was  the 
Presentation  Book  made  in  1904  by  the  United  States  Government  at  the  request  of 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  which  contained  small  die  proofs  of  all  the  Issues  from  1847 
to  1901.  There  was  also  a Presentation  Folder  containing  the  1898  issue  and  several  trial 
color  proofs,  special  delivery,  postage  due  and  newspaper  stamp  proofs. 

Sol.  Altmann — 'This  w^as  a very  unusual  and  informative  display  showing  the  relation  of 
United  States  Philatelic  Patents  (1855-1889)  to  our  stamps.  It  included  many  curious  and 
interesting  essays,  all  of  which  Mr.  Altmann  explained  in  detail.  One  of  these  patents 
consisted  of  a strip  of  paper  about  two  inches  long  and  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  wide,  folded 
across  four  times,  reducing  it  to  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  postage  stamp.  It  was 
gummed  after  folding,  leaving  the  pin-perforated  folds  free  to  be  torn  off  as  a cancellation, 
leaving  the  stamp  on  the  document  in  three  pieces.  Then  there  was  the  “Dynamite  Cap” 
patent.  This  was  a very  fine  engraved  stamp  with  a slight  increase  in  thickness  in  the 
center,  which  was  composed  of  a coating  of  sand  or  emery,  the  idea  being  that  when  this 
was  struck  by  the  cancelling  device  the  center  of  the  stamp  would  be  dest^oyed.  Among 
the  patent  essays  displayed  were  the  Wyckoff,  six  different  Loewenbergs,  Francis,  G.  T. 
Jones,  Casilear,  etc. 

Falk  Finkelburg — This  was  a most  comprehensive  showing  of  the  United  States  1861 
issue.  An  interesting  phase  of  this  issue,  as  presented,  was  the  inclusion  of  the  essays 
submitted  by  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  for  the  1861  contract,  which  consisted  of  the  1851 
issue  in  modified  form  incorporating  the  values  in  numerals,  as  requested  by  the  Post  Office 
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The  President’s  Transmitter 


To  one  of  our  local  (New  York)  members  is  due  a thought  that  has  been  running  in 
our  mind  for  some  time,  revolving  around  the  idea  of  “heritage”.  This  man,  though  he 
insistently  disclaims  being  a “high-brow”  or  a “bookworm”  and  deplores  having  missed  out 
on  a college  education,  nevertheless  has  a genuine  love  and  respect  for  libraries.  As  a 
member  of  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York  he  has  for  some  years  been  browsing  around 
in  its  noted  philatelic  library  and  has  been  finding  and  gloating  over  “nuggets”  therein. 
At  heart  he  is  a real  researcher  and  he  truly  appreciates  the  opportunity  of  leisurely  reading 
or  intensively  searching  in  this  great  storehouse  of  specialized  knowledge.  After  such 
hours  of  digging  his  theme  is  always  this:  “You  just  don’t  know  what  a gold  mine  exists 
inside  those  books!” 


And  this  usually  sets  us  to  thinking  about  the  priceless  heritage  that  we  possess  in 
the  form  of  the  printed  word.  A great  library  thrills  and  enthralls  us  in  the  same  way  it 
does  our  friend.  But  coming  nearer  home,  we  also  experience  a similar  feeling  of  awe  and 
respect  when  we  leaf  through  the  back  numbers  of  our  own  Essay-Proof  Journal.  Even 
though  we  grew  up  with  the  Journal^  so  to  speak,  and  helped  in  getting  much  of  its 
contents  onto  the  printed  page,  on  looking  back  again  we  are  amazed  at  the  wealth  of  fine 
material  there  packed  away.  It  is  with  a feeling  of  pride  that  we  see  here  a little  heritage 
that  our  writers  have  made  for  posterity. 

It  has  been  our  policy,  fortunately,  to  have  a few  extra  copies  of  the  Journal  printed 
and  stowed  away,  to  be  available  for  others  coming  along  later.  A few  numbers  we 
slipped  up  on,  for  some  reason  or  other,  but  the  rest  we  can  supply  to  a limited  extent.  The 
older  our  Society  gets  the  more  precious  these  back  numbers  become  and  it  will  not  be 
long  before  it  will  be  virtually  impossible  to  obtain  them.  Our  subscription  list  has  always 
been  small  and  hence  relatively  few  copies  are  in  existence.  We  feel  impelled  to  call  the 
attention  of  our  newer  members,  and  others,  to  this  still  existing  opportunity. 

As  we  enter  now  into  our  twentieth  year  and  look  back  on  past  accomplishments,  our 
hopes  still  keep  bobbing  up  over  temporary  discouragements  and  tbe  will  to  keep  going  is 
strong  within  us.  Although  our  financial  resources  are  slender  we  have  been  managing 
to  pay  our  bills;  our  chief  difficulty  is  getting  our  potential  writers  to  write.  If  and  when 
we  ever  fold  up,  the  most  probable  reason  will  be  because  the  editorial  barrel  is  empty. 
But  we  are  confident  that  there  remains  a great  deal  of  interesting  and  useful  matter 
specially  suitable  for  our  Journal  and  we  again  urge  our  members  to  send  us  articles — 
and  so  add  to  the  heritage  that  we  will  be  leaving  for  others. 

Julian  Blanchard 

President 


Department.  Most  of  the  original  die  proofs  in  this  grouping  were  shown.  There  were 
also  large  and  small  die  proofs  of  all  the  denominations,  plate  proofs  on  card  of  the  five 
printings  as  well  as  the  “Atlantas”,  with  some  values  in  blocks  of  four,  all  the  one  cent 
essays  with  coupons  attached  as  listed  in  the  Brazer  book,  most  of  the  above  being  large 
trial  color  die  proofs.  The  three  cent  value  was  represented  by  several  pages  of  experi- 
mental proofs  and  papers  of  striking  colors,  also  many  pages  with  experimental  grills.  All 
the  August  die  and  plate  proofs  were  there.  Of  the  I2c,  24c,  30c  and  90c  there  were  many 
rare  trial  color  die  proofs.  The  grouping  of  the  two  cent  “Black  Jack”  was  very  interest- 
ing as  it  included  a full  range  of  the  trial  color  plate  proofs  and  several  trial  color  die 
proofs,  as  well  as  experimental  papers  and  trial  cancellations. 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs,  continued  from  Page  44 
Canada  Bank  Note  EJngraving  and  Printing  Co. 


2c  red,  engraved  plate  essay  on  thin  Japanese  paper 36E-A  10.00 

3c  red,  engraved  plate  essay  on  India  37E-A  13.00 

1868-79  6c  dark  brown,  plate  proof  on  card  27P4  31.00 

12y2C  blue,  plate  proof  on  card  28P4  22.00 

15c  gray-violet,  plate  proof  on  card  29P4  38.00 

1893  20c  Vermillion,  plate  proof  on  card  46P4  21.00 

50c  blue,  plate  proof  on  card  47P4  21.00 


N ewf  oundland 

1910  Complete  set,  plate  proofs  Guy,  lithographed,  11  values  in  issued 
colors,  horiz.  pairs,  the  6c  is  type  II  all  on  gummed  carton  paper 

87P7-97P7  130.00 

1911  Complete  set  plate  proofs  in  black  on  glazed  card 104P4-114P4  60.00 

1923-24  3c  ochre,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  wove  paper.  Approx. 

45x50mm  133TC1  25.00 

5c  red-brown,  trial  color  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  wove  paper, 

approx.  58x65mm  135TC1  31.00 

1929-31  10c  dark  violet,  small  progressive  die  prooif  (stamp  size)  on  wove 

paper,  early  state  of  the  die 169PX2  21.00 

10c  dark  violet,  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  wove  paper,  shows  No. 

“813”  in  reverse,  approx.  100x70mm  169P1  25.00 

1931-37  3c  orange-brown,  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  wove  paper,  approx. 

63x86mm  187P1  25.00 

1933  Ic  gray-black,  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  bond  paper,  approx. 

58x76mm  212P1  25.00 

3c  yellow-brown,  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  bond  paper,  approx. 

48x59mm,  small  thins  214P1  12.50 

9c  ultramarine,  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  bond  paper,  approx. 
80x57mm  219P1  25.00 


Perfect  for 

Essays  and  Proofs 


Made  of  the  material  that  preserves 
priceless  and  irreplaceable  material  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 


FREE  SAMPLES 

are  available,  plus  a list  of  sizes,  by 
writing  to 

Profecfive  Mounts 

525  S.  Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


Proof  bank  notes  — books  — En- 
gravings — vignettes  of  any  bank 
note  company. 

Bureau  of  engraving  books,  vi- 
gnettes etc. 

Counterfeit  detectors  — Heath, 
Ormsby,  etc. 

Documents  pertaining  to  banknote 
companies,  engravers,  etc. 

Please  forward  your  material,  to- 
gether with  price. 

If  accepted  we  will  promptly  air 
mail  check. 

James  Incorporated 

)ames  Building 

1 05  West  Main  St.,  Louisville  2,  Kentucky 
lUniper  3-4851-2-3 


“Abraham  Lincoln” 
Proofs  & Essays 

#77P1  (Large  Die),  V.F.,  Cat.  $100  $ 60 
#77P3  ( India  on  Card)  , Superb,  BIk.  4,  Cat. 

$20.00+  $ 15 

Same,  Top  Imprint  BIk.  20,  Superb,  Est.  Cat. 

$200+  $125 

Same,  Half  Sheet  of  50  with  Top  Imprint, 

Su[>erb  Rare  $200 

^77TCP1  (Blue  Trial  Color  Large  Die) , V.F. 

Cat.  $100  $ 65 

^nSB  (Specimen  Overprint),  BIk.  4,  Su- 
perb OC. , Rare  $ 90 

#77E,  Unlisted  Essay,  Lincoln  Portrait  & 
“50  Cents’’,  BIk.  4,  2 Stamps,  Defects,  Very 
Rare  $ 90 

.7^116E-Da,  (Die  Essay)  10c  Brn-Red,  Su- 
perb Rare  $ 65 

+ 122P3  (India),  BIk.  4,  Superb,  Beauty, 

Cat.  $200+  $150 

.^132TCP4  (Atlanta  Trial  Color)  Bicolor, 
Sup $ 65 

+ 148P3  (India),  Top  PI.  # & Impr.  BIk. 

12,  Sup  Cat.  $125  $ 95 

Same,  Top  PI.  # Or  Impr.  Piece  of  30,  Thin 

in  sht.  Mar.,  Cat.  $190+  $125 

#159TC3  (Black  Trial  Color,  India  on 

Card),  BIk.  4,  Cat.  $20+  $ 10 

Same,  Top  PI.  + & Impr.  BIk.  20,  Superb, 

Rare  $1  25 

Same,  BIk.  of  60  (10x6)),  Sup.,  Very 

Scarce  $150 

Same,  Top  PI.  # & Impr.  Part  Sheet  of  80 

Superb,  Rare  $265 

+ 222P3  (India),  Top  PI.  # & Impr.  BIk. 

10,  Sup $ 90 

#222P4  (Card),  Top  PI.  # & Impr.  BIk. 

1 2,  Sup.,  Rare  $150 

T-B#18a  (Env.  Essay),  Red  V.F.,  Cat.  $75, 

R $ 50 

Same,  Blue,  Superb,  Cat.  $75  + , Rare  $ 55 

#PR3TCP5  (5c  Newsp.  Blue  Trial  Color), 
Sht.  of  10,  VF  $ 40 

What  Other  “LINCOLN”  Stamps  & Covers 
Do  You  Need?  Comprehensive  Specialized 
S!ock  available. 

Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund. 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

Please  Note  New  Address: 

APS  88  Beacon  Street  . 

SPA  BOSTON  8,  MASSACHUSETTS  A 
EPS  Phone:  COpley  7-1682  /^Df\ 


'PSSAYS 

& Proofs 

are  often  av^ailable  for  sale  through  the 
auction  and  private  treaty  departments 

of 

ROBSON  LOWE  LTD. 

50  PALL  MALL 
LONDON,  S.  W.  1. 
ENGLAND 

The  prospective  buyer  from  overseas 
can  have  complete  confidencee  in  placing 
bids  in  our  auctions  although  prevented, 
by  distance,  from  actually  viewing  the 
items  for  sale. 

Our  auction  catalogues , with  detailed 
descriptions,  accurate  valuations  and 
profuse  illustrations,  are  known  to  he 
the  best  in  the  world  and  provide  a re- 
liable guide  for  the  formation  of  suc- 
cessful postal  bids. 

Special  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
overseas  clients  to  view  collections  for 
sale  by  private  treaty. 

The  specialist  may  be  interested  in  our 
Busy  Buyer’s  Service  which  has  been 
designed  for  those  who  have  neither  the 
time  or  the  inclination  to  wade  through 
numerous  catalogues — let  us  “pin  point’’ 
your  requirements.  May  we  send  you 
details  of  this  helpful  service? 

ft  hen  replying  to  this  advertisement  please  mention 
that  you  saw  it  in  “The  Essay-Proof  Journal”. 
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^ A mailing  list  second  to  none. 
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^ Prompt  payment  after  the  sale. 
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